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In the tradition of Oliver Sacks, a tour of the latest neuroscience of schizophrenia, autism, Alzheimer’s
disease, ecstatic epilepsy, Cotard’s syndrome, out-of-body experiences, and other disorders—revealing the
awesome power of the human sense of self from a master of science journalism.

Anil Ananthaswamy’s extensive in-depth interviews venture into the lives of individuals who offer
perspectives that will change how you think about who you are. These individuals all lost some part of what
we think of as our self, but they then offer remarkable, sometimes heart-wrenching insights into what
remains. One man cut off his own leg. Another became one with the universe.

We are learning about the self at a level of detail that Descartes (“I think therefore I am”) could never have
imagined. Recent research into Alzheimer’s illuminates how memory creates your narrative self by using the
same part of your brain for your past as for your future. But wait, those afflicted with Cotard’s syndrome
think they are already dead; in a way, they believe that “I think therefore I am not.” Who—or what—can say
that? Neuroscience has identified specific regions of the brain that, when they misfire, can cause the self to
move back and forth between the body and a doppelgänger, or to leave the body entirely. So where in the
brain, or mind, or body, is the self actually located? As Ananthaswamy elegantly reports, neuroscientists
themselves now see that the elusive sense of self is both everywhere and nowhere in the human brain.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Benita Eldridge:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if
you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience happy read one with
theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular The Man Who Wasn't There: Investigations
into the Strange New Science of the Self is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Jean Willis:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get wide
range of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of
activity are you experiencing when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably
unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending
your spare time, the particular book you have read is usually The Man Who Wasn't There: Investigations into
the Strange New Science of the Self.

Margaret Bonner:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Man Who Wasn't There:
Investigations into the Strange New Science of the Self, you may enjoy both. It is excellent combination
right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout people. What?
Still don't buy it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Veda Howard:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in
the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer may be The Man Who Wasn't There: Investigations into the
Strange New Science of the Self why because the great cover that make you consider regarding the content
will not disappoint you. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.
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