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Winner of the Society for Military History Distinguished Book Award 2011 The horrific series of conflicts
known as the Thirty Years War (1618-48) tore the heart out of Europe, killing perhaps a quarter of all
Germans and laying waste to whole areas of Central Europe to such a degree that many towns and regions
never recovered. All the major European powers apart from Russia were heavily involved and, while each
country started out with rational war aims, the fighting rapidly spiralled out of control, with great battles
giving way to marauding bands of starving soldiers spreading plague and murder. The war was both a
religious and a political one and it was this tangle of motives that made it impossible to stop. Whether
motivated by idealism or cynicism, everyone drawn into the conflict was destroyed by it. At its end a
recognizably modern Europe had been created but at a terrible price. Peter Wilson's book is a major work,
the first new history of the war in a generation, and a fascinating, brilliantly written attempt to explain a
compelling series of events. Wilson's great strength is in allowing the reader to understand the tragedy of
mixed motives that allowed rulers to gamble their countries' future with such horrifying results. The principal
actors in the drama (Wallenstein, Ferdinand II, Gustavus Adolphus, Richelieu) are all here, but so is the
experience of the ordinary soldiers and civilians, desperately trying to stay alive under impossible
circumstances.
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From reader reviews:

Pierre Taylor:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of several ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine
the story how the people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read
this Europe's Tragedy: A History Of The Thirty Years War, you may tells your family, friends in addition to
soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a guide.

James Babb:

The e-book with title Europe's Tragedy: A History Of The Thirty Years War posesses a lot of information
that you can understand it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This particular book exist new
understanding the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world right now. That
is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you throughout new
era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere
you want.

Gerald Wright:

You could spend your free time to see this book this guide. This Europe's Tragedy: A History Of The Thirty
Years War is simple bringing you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did
not include much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you
quicker to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when one buys this book.

Charles Gray:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we can
know everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This guide Europe's Tragedy: A History Of The Thirty Years War was filled in
relation to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some
people has various feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you
can truly feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you just
wanted.
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