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“These innovative prints have been considered one of the most seminal series from the era. Tokaido Texts
and Tales investigates the sources of the legends, folklore, and fictional storiestold in these prints, and
persuasively foregrounds the creativity of the printmakers.”—Natsu Oyobe, associate curator of Asian art,
University of Michigan Museum of Art

“A wonderful addition to our growing knowledge and appreciation of ukiyo-e prints of the late Edo
period.”—Sarah E. Thompson, assistant curator for Japanese prints, Museum of Fine Arts, Boston

Throughout the Edo period (1615-1868), the Tokaido was the most vital road in a network of highways
across Japan. Connecting Edo (modern-day Tokyo) and Kyoto, the road and its fifty-three rest stations
became a popular theme for artistic expression in a variety of mediums.

The Tokaido gojusan tsui (Fifty-Three Pairings along the Tokaido Road), created in 1845, is one of the most
well-known and fascinating examples of woodblock prints inspired by the road. Japan’s three leading print
designers of the nineteenth century—Kuniyoshi, Hiroshige, and Kunisada—jpaired each Tokaido rest station
with an intriguing, cryptic design. Due to the harsh and punitive Tenpo-era reforms, which attempted to
impose a strictly defined morality, prints of celebrity actors, courtesans, and entertainers were outlawed
during thistime. Crafted to outwit the artistic restrictions imposed by the reforms, the woodcuts in this series
became popular visua puzzles that were frequently reproduced.

Because of this ingenious approach to the Tokaido theme, which ultimately resulted in the creation of new
types of art, the Tokaido gojusan tsui has been praised as one of the most innovative and important works
from the late Edo period. This series was also the first to be created by more than one artist. Its three
designersfollowed their individual interests and strengths, yet shared a common composition—dominant
figures against distant landscapes. They used a variety of motifs, including stories from kabuki theater,
poetry, famous tales, legends, landmarks, and local specialties.

Presenting the compl ete set of Tokaido gojusan tsui printsin vivid color, aong with text from the woodcuts
transcribed and trans ated from the Japanese, this book is an invaluable resource for collectors, art historians,
and students of this classic technique. Supplementary essays and detailed analyses of the prints help readers
share the delight contemporary viewers experienced when these Tokaido woodcuts first appeared on the
market.
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From reader reviews:
Eric Lowe:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have sparetimeto try
and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free time? What did you do? Everyone
has many questions above. They must answer that question mainly because just their can do in which. It said
that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on kindergarten
until university need this kind of Tokaido Texts and Tales: Tokaido gojusan tsui by Kuniyoshi, Hiroshige,
and Kunisada (Cofrin Asian Art Series) to read.

Shannon Thompson:

The event that you get from Tokaido Texts and Tales: Tokaido gojusan tsui by Kuniyoshi, Hiroshige, and
Kunisada (Cofrin Asian Art Series) may be the more deep you excavating the information that hide in the
words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but
Tokaido Texts and Tales: Tokaido gojusan tsui by Kuniyoshi, Hiroshige, and Kunisada (Cofrin Asian Art
Series) giving you excitement feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in a number of way
that can be understood by means of anyone who read that because the author of this e-book is well-known
enough. This kind of book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Thereforeit is easy to
understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for
having this particular Tokaido Texts and Tales: Tokaido gojusan tsui by Kuniyoshi, Hiroshige, and Kunisada
(Cofrin Asian Art Series) instantly.

Robert Alcock:

A lot of publication has printed but it is unique. Y ou can get it by net on social media. Y ou can choose the
most effective book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by simply searching fromit. It isidentified as
of book Tokaido Texts and Tales: Tokaido gojusan tsui by Kuniyoshi, Hiroshige, and Kunisada (Cofrin
Asian Art Series). You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it might add
your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about e-book.
It can bring you from one destination to other place.

Kimberly Lunceford:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt theitem
when they get a half areas of the book. Y ou can choose the book Tokaido Texts and Tales: Tokaido gojusan
tsui by Kuniyoshi, Hiroshige, and Kunisada (Cofrin Asian Art Series) to make your reading is interesting.
Your skill of reading talent is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you
enjoy you just read it and mingle the sensation about book and reading through especially. It isto be 1st
opinion for you to like to start a book and study it. Beside that the guide Tokaido Texts and Tales. Tokaido



gojusan tsui by Kuniyoshi, Hiroshige, and Kunisada (Cofrin Asian Art Series) can to be your brand-new
friend when you're experience alone and confuse using what must you're doing of their time.
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