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"Between 1958 and 1962, China descended into hell. Mao Zedong threw his country into a frenzy with the
Great Leap Forward, an attempt to catch up to and overtake Britain in less than 15 years The experiment
ended in the greatest catastrophe the country had ever known, destroying tens of millions of lives." So opens
Frank Dikatter's riveting, magnificently detailed chronicle of an erain Chinese history much specul ated
about but never before fully documented because access to Communist Party archives has long been
restricted to all but the most trusted historians. A new archive law has opened up thousands of central and
provincial documents that "fundamentally change the way one can study the Maoist era." Dikotter makes
clear, as nobody has before, that far from being the program that would lift the country among the world's
superpowers and prove the power of Communism, as Mao imagined, the Great Leap Forward transformed
the country in the other direction. It became the site not only of "one of the most deadly mass killings of
human history,"--at least 45 million people were worked, starved, or beaten to death--but also of "the greatest
demoalition of real estate in human history," as up to one-third of all housing was turned into rubble). The
experiment was a catastrophe for the natural world as well, as the land was savaged in the maniacal pursuit
of steel and other industrial accomplishments. In a powerful meshing of exhaustive research in Chinese
archives and narrative drive, Dikdtter for the first time links up what happened in the corridors of power-the
vicious backstabbing and bullying tactics that took place among party leaders-with the everyday experiences
of ordinary people, giving voice to the dead and disenfranchised. His magisterial account recasts the history
of the Peopl€e's Republic of China.
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From reader reviews:
Nell Turner:

This Mao's Great Famine: The History of China's Most Devastating Catastrophe, 1958-1962 book is simply
not ordinary book, you have after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this
book is usually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a
person read alot of information you will get. This specific Mao's Great Famine: The History of China's Most
Devastating Catastrophe, 1958-1962 without we know teach the one who reading it become critical in
thinking and analyzing. Don't always be worry Mao's Great Famine: The History of China's Most
Devastating Catastrophe, 1958-1962 can bring whenever you are and not make your bag space or
bookshelves grow to be full because you can have it inside your lovely |aptop even mobile phone. This
Mao's Great Famine: The History of China's Most Devastating Catastrophe, 1958-1962 having good
arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Brian Wallace:

This Mao's Great Famine: The History of China's Most Devastating Catastrophe, 1958-1962 are usually
reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The reason of this Mao's Great
Famine: The History of China's Most Devastating Catastrophe, 1958-1962 can be on the list of great books
you must have is usually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed anyone with information
that maybe will shock your prior knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it all over the place and
whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Mao's Great Famine: The History
of Chind's Most Devastating Catastrophe, 1958-1962 forcing you to have an enormous of experience like
rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day activity. So , let's
have it and enjoy reading.

Lillie Granado:

Reading a guide can be one of alot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book so.
There are alot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you alot of new
information. When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of a number of waysto
share the information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individua more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story
how the personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read
this Mao's Great Famine: The History of China's Most Devastating Catastrophe, 1958-1962, you could tells
your family, friends along with soon about yours book. Y our knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make
them reading a book.

Margaret Burman:

Don't beworry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could haveit in e-



book method, more simple and reachable. This Mao's Great Famine: The History of China's Most
Devastating Catastrophe, 1958-1962 can give you alot of close friends because by you checking out this one
book you have issue that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This book can be one
of astep for you to get success. This guide offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't realize, by
knowing more than other make you to be great folks. So, why hesitate? Let's have Mao's Great Famine: The
History of China's Most Devastating Catastrophe, 1958-1962.
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