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The poet Melvin B. Tolson (1898-1966) was once recognized as one of black America's most important
modernist voices. Playful, fluent, and intellectually sophisticated, his poems stirred up significant praise, and
some lively criticism, during his lifetime but have been out of print for decades and essentially left out of the
literary canon. With the publication of this first complete collection of his work, Tolson can finally be given
his proper place in American poetry.

This volume brings together Tolson's three books of poetry--Rendezvous with America (1944), Libretto for
the Republic of Liberia (1953) and Harlem Gallery (1965)--as well as fugitive poems after 1944. His work
has at times been controversial because of his historical, intellectual subject matter, and his commitment to
the priorities of art rather than the imperatives of politics. However a fresh reading of his challenging
masterpiece, Harlem Gallery, a poem in 24 cantos, reveals an urgent meditation on the plight of the black
artist in a white society and a concern with social justice that locates Tolson in the mainstream of African
American writing. Such powerful themes, as well as his range of tone and mesmerizing imagery, have won
Tolson a growing number of enthusiastic admirers, who place him alongside such legendary black poets as
Langston Hughes, Gwendolyn Brooks, and Robert Hayden.

While his peers Hughes and Countee Cullen were part of the Harlem Renaissance, Melvin B. Tolson was not
identified with any particular movement, and his legacy in American literature has been elusive. This book,
enhanced by a moving introduction by Rita Dove and useful notes by editor Raymond Nelson, provides the
text for a renewed appreciation of one of the great talents in AfricanAmerican poetry.
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From reader reviews:

Christine Curnutt:

This "Harlem Gallery" and Other Poems of Melvin B. Tolson book is not really ordinary book, you have it
then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is definitely information inside
this e-book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you
will get. This particular "Harlem Gallery" and Other Poems of Melvin B. Tolson without we recognize teach
the one who looking at it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry "Harlem
Gallery" and Other Poems of Melvin B. Tolson can bring any time you are and not make your tote space or
bookshelves' become full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even telephone. This "Harlem
Gallery" and Other Poems of Melvin B. Tolson having excellent arrangement in word in addition to layout,
so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Celia Redmond:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to
you is you don't know what type you should start with. This "Harlem Gallery" and Other Poems of Melvin B.
Tolson is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want
and wish in this era.

Nancy Martindale:

Typically the book "Harlem Gallery" and Other Poems of Melvin B. Tolson will bring that you the new
experience of reading any book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. Should you try to find
new book to read, this book very appropriate to you. The book "Harlem Gallery" and Other Poems of Melvin
B. Tolson is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book through the official web site,
so you can quicker to read the book.

Ann Goddard:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic within
the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to
fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try out
look for book, may be the publication untitled "Harlem Gallery" and Other Poems of Melvin B. Tolson can
be fine book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.
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