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A feminist, an outspoken activist, a woman without a college education, Midge Costanza was one of the
unlikeliest of White House insiders. Yet in 1977 she became the first female Assistant to the President for
Public Liaison under immy Carter, emerging as a prominent focal point of the American culture wars.
Tasked with bringing the views of special interest groupsto the president, Costanza championed progressive
causes even as Americans grew increasingly divided on the very issues for which she fought.

In A Feminist in the White House, Doreen Mattingly draws on Costanza's personal papersto shed light on the
life of thisfascinating and controversial woman. Mattingly chronicles Costanza's dramatic rise and fall asa
public figure, from her initial popularity to her ultimate clashes with Carter and his aides. While Costanza
challenged Carter to support abortion rights, gay and lesbian rights, and feminist policies, Carter faced
increased pressure to appease the interests of emerging Religious Right, which directly opposed Costanza's
ideals. Ultimately, marginalized both within the White House and by her fellow feminists, Costanza was
pressured to resign in 1978.

Through the lens of Constanza's story, readers catch a unique perspective of the rise of debates which have
defined the feminist movement and sexual politics to this very day. Mattingly also reveals awider, but
heretofore neglected, narrative of the complex era of gender politics in the late 1970's Washington - a history
which continues to resonate in politics today. A Feminist in the White House is a must-read for anyone with
an interest in sexual politics, female politicians, and presidential history.
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From reader reviews:
Paul Tirrel:

Often the book A Feminist in the White House: Midge Costanza, the Carter Y ears, and America's Culture
Wars has alot associated with on it. So when you read this book you can get alot of benefit. The book was
authored by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research previous to write this book. This
specific book very easy to read you will get the point easily after perusing this book.

Timothy Hawkins:

People livein this new time of lifestyle aways make an effort to and must have the extra time or they will
get great deal of stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we
will say absolutely indeed. People is human not arobot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then
do you ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your aternative inside spending your spare time, the
particular book you have read is definitely A Feminist in the White House: Midge Costanza, the Carter

Y ears, and America's Culture Wars.

Sam Current:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this A Feminist in the White House: Midge
Costanza, the Carter Y ears, and America's Culture Wars book written by well-known writer who really
knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written inside
good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your current
hunger then you still skepticism A Feminist in the White House: Midge Costanza, the Carter Y ears, and
Americas Culture Wars as good book but not only by the cover but also by the content. Thisis one
publication that can break don't judge book by itsinclude, so do you still needing yet another sixth senseto
pick thiskind of!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so why you haveto listening to a
different sixth sense.

Patsy Phan:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or
just watching TV the whole day. Y ou can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a
book. Ugh, do you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It
fine you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like A Feminist in the
White House: Midge Costanza, the Carter Y ears, and America's Culture Wars which is having the e-book
version. So, why not try out this book? Let's view.
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