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There has been an increasing recognition of the fluidity and ambiguity of ethnic identities within the context
of global mobility. With that in mind, how have films constructed the identity of ethnic Chinese in the
United States? This book addresses this issue through three sub-questions. First, why is the family narrative
so characteristic of films about Chinese Americans in transnational Chinese cinema? In other words, how
and why are images of Chinese or Chinese Americans in transnational Chinese cinema different from those
in Hollywood movies? Second, how does transnational Chinese cinema define and negotiate the aesthetic
conventions of melodrama commonly used to depict Chinese American families? In terms of establishing
melodrama as an evolving mode of, how does Chinese American cinema historically connect with both
Hollywood and Chinese cinema? Third, what have the narrative treatments of Chinese American families in
transnational Chinese cinema contributed to the ongoing representation of Chinese culture and construction
of ethnic Chinese identities in Western societies? This book traverses fields such as cultural studies, Chinese
studies, media studies, American studies, and film studies, and engages with a select corpus of films from the
1990s to the 2000s, directed by Chinese American, Taiwanese and Hong Kong filmmakers and produced in
the USA, Taiwan, Hong Kong and mainland China, to analyze the role the American Chinese family plays in
their work. With sensitivity towards transnational bonds and historical processes, a negotiation process of
three sets of conflicting forces has subsequently emerged: the traditional and the modern, the national and the
transnational, and Chinese American identity crisis in favor of a Chinese identity or a true American identity.
Contrasting cultural beliefs undoubtedly create cross-cultural and generational conflicts within the family,
yet also open the way to negotiation and compromise. This research on the cinematic depiction of Chinese
Americans reveals the historically significant transnational connection among Chinese American, Chinese,
and American cultures. On the one hand, ethnic Chinese are represented by boundaries that establish and
define the Chinese American community against other communities, and yet, on the other hand, the
representation of family life and structure of Chinese immigrants is multiple and fluid, as culture itself is
unstable and uncertain. Therefore, a process of fixation and a process of fluidity seem to take place at the
same time.
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From reader reviews:

Marie Gambino:

The book The Cinematic Representation of the Chinese American Family make you feel enjoy for your spare
time. You may use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to be your best friend when
you getting strain or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading a book The
Cinematic Representation of the Chinese American Family being your habit, you can get a lot more
advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. It is possible to
know everything if you like start and read a guide The Cinematic Representation of the Chinese American
Family. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other individuals. So ,
how do you think about this e-book?

Johnnie Santiago:

This The Cinematic Representation of the Chinese American Family tend to be reliable for you who want to
be considered a successful person, why. The reason why of this The Cinematic Representation of the
Chinese American Family can be one of the great books you must have will be giving you more than just
simple examining food but feed you with information that probably will shock your prior knowledge. This
book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions at e-book and
printed kinds. Beside that this The Cinematic Representation of the Chinese American Family giving you an
enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that could it useful in
your day task. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Christopher Barry:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an effort
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer could be The Cinematic Representation of the Chinese American Family why
because the fantastic cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The
inside or content is fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick
up this book.

Marie Walsh:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Cinematic
Representation of the Chinese American Family which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let's see.
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