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Do Americans live in a liberal capitalist society, where evenhanded competition rules the day, or a society in
which big money, private security, and personal relations determine key social outcomes? Vladimir
Shlapentokh and Joshua Woods argue that the answer to these questions cannot be found among the
conventional models used to describe the nation. Offering a new analytical tool, the authors present a
provocative explanation of the nature of contemporary society by comparing its essential characteristics to
those of medieval European societies.

Their feudal model emphasizes five elements: the weakness of the state and its inability to protect its
territory, guarantee the security of its citizens, and enforce laws; conflicts and collusions between and within
organizations that involve corruption and other forms of illegal or semilegal actions; the dominance of
personal relations in political and economic life; the prevalence of an elitist ideology; and the use of private
agents and organizations for the provision of safety and security. Feudal America urges readers to suspend
their forward-thinking and futurist orientations, question linear notions of social and historical progression,
and look for explanations of contemporary social problems in medieval European history.
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From reader reviews:

Jordan Miller:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or this for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't want
do that. You must know how great and also important the book Feudal America: Elements of the Middle
Ages in Contemporary Society. All type of book can you see on many options. You can look for the internet
sources or other social media.

Kristen Wright:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider if those
information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously which one is
appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource
then you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Feudal America: Elements of the Middle Ages in
Contemporary Society as the daily resource information.

Kate Vasquez:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking Feudal America: Elements of the
Middle Ages in Contemporary Society that give your fun preference will be satisfied by simply reading this
book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world a great deal
better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading addiction
only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who
want to start looking at as your good habit, it is possible to pick Feudal America: Elements of the Middle
Ages in Contemporary Society become your own personal starter.

Wanda Pence:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that query
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you
know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by book.
Different categories of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually Feudal
America: Elements of the Middle Ages in Contemporary Society.
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