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Celebrating the celebration of the Old West
 
In the 1880s, there wasn't much in Anson, Texas, in the way of entertainment for the area’s cowhands. But
Star Hotel operator M. G. Rhodes changed that when he hosted a Grand Ball the weekend before Christmas.
A restless traveling salesman, rancher, and poet from New York named William Lawrence Chittenden, a
guest at the Star Hotel, was so impressed with the soiree that he penned his observances in the poem “The
Cowboys’ Christmas Ball.”
      Reenacted annually since 1934 based on Chittenden’s poem, the contemporary dances attract people
from coast to coast, from Canada, and from across Europe and elsewhere. Since 1993 Grammy Award-
winning musical artist Michael Martin Murphey has played at the popular event. 
      Far more than a history of the Jones County dance, Paul Carlson analyzes the long poem, defining the
many people and events mentioned and explaining the Jones County landscape Chittenden lays out in his
celebrated work. The book covers the evolution of cowboy poetry and places Chittenden and his poem
chronologically within the ever-changing western genre.
       Dancin’ in Anson: A History of the Texas Cowboys' Christmas Ball is a novel but refreshing look at a
cowboy poet, his poem, and a joyous Christmas-time family event that traces its roots back nearly 130 years.
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From reader reviews:

Karl Harms:

This Dancin' in Anson: A History of the Texas Cowboys' Christmas Ball (Grover E. Murray Studies in the
American Southwest) tend to be reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The
explanation of this Dancin' in Anson: A History of the Texas Cowboys' Christmas Ball (Grover E. Murray
Studies in the American Southwest) can be on the list of great books you must have is usually giving you
more than just simple looking at food but feed an individual with information that maybe will shock your
preceding knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your
conditions both in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Dancin' in Anson: A History of the Texas
Cowboys' Christmas Ball (Grover E. Murray Studies in the American Southwest) giving you an enormous of
experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in your
day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

John Valdez:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or their
particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic in the park.
They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill
your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first
thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to attempt look for book,
may be the reserve untitled Dancin' in Anson: A History of the Texas Cowboys' Christmas Ball (Grover E.
Murray Studies in the American Southwest) can be excellent book to read. May be it could be best activity to
you.

Catherine Riddle:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Dancin' in Anson: A History of the
Texas Cowboys' Christmas Ball (Grover E. Murray Studies in the American Southwest), you can enjoy both.
It is fine combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind
hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Mike Edwards:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those textbooks
have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. By the
book Dancin' in Anson: A History of the Texas Cowboys' Christmas Ball (Grover E. Murray Studies in the



American Southwest) we can consider more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To become creative
person must prefer to read a book. Just choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't become doubt to
change your life with this book Dancin' in Anson: A History of the Texas Cowboys' Christmas Ball (Grover
E. Murray Studies in the American Southwest). You can more desirable than now.
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