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Contemporary American poetry has plenty to offer new readers, and plenty more for those who already
follow it. Yet its difficulty?and sheer variety?leaves many readers puzzled or overwhelmed. The critic,
scholar, and poet Stephen Burt sets out to help. Beginning in the early 1980s, where critical consensus ends,
Burt canvasses American poetry of the past four decades, from the headline-making urgency of Claudia
Rankine’s Citizen to the stark pathos of Louise Glück, the limitless energy of J. F. Herrera, and the erotic
provocations of D. A. Powell.

The Poem Is You: Sixty Contemporary American Poems and How to Read Them is a guide to the diverse
magnificences of American poetry today. It presents a wide range of poems selected by Burt for this volume,
each accompanied by an original essay explaining how a given poem works, why it matters, and how the
poem speaks to other parts of art and culture. Included here are some classroom classics (by Ashbery,
Komunyakaa, Hass), less famous poems by very famous poets (Glück, Kay Ryan), and poems by
prizewinning poets near the start of their careers (such as Brandon Som), and by others who are not?or not
yet?well known.

The Poem Is You will appeal to poets, teachers, and students, but it is intended especially for readers who
want to learn more about contemporary American poetry but who have not known where or how to start. It
describes what American poets have fashioned for one another, and what they can give us today.
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From reader reviews:

Madeline Williams:

The book The Poem Is You: Sixty Contemporary American Poems and How to Read Them can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the
good thing like a book The Poem Is You: Sixty Contemporary American Poems and How to Read Them?
Some of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim which book can give many details for us. It is
absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you
can give for each other; you can share all of these. Book The Poem Is You: Sixty Contemporary American
Poems and How to Read Them has simple shape however you know: it has great and large function for you.
You can seem the enormous world by wide open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Leroy Torres:

Here thing why this kind of The Poem Is You: Sixty Contemporary American Poems and How to Read
Them are different and dependable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good however it depends in
the content of it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. The Poem Is You: Sixty Contemporary
American Poems and How to Read Them giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find
any e-book out there but there is no book that similar with The Poem Is You: Sixty Contemporary American
Poems and How to Read Them. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your eyes about the thing
this happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in
park your car, café, or even in your method home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing
the published book maybe the form of The Poem Is You: Sixty Contemporary American Poems and How to
Read Them in e-book can be your option.

Carole Clark:

The reason why? Because this The Poem Is You: Sixty Contemporary American Poems and How to Read
Them is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will zap
you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who also write the
book in such remarkable way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining means but still
convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you
going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book get such as help
improving your skill and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I
ended up you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Helen Price:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you study a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of



book that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, along with soon.
The The Poem Is You: Sixty Contemporary American Poems and How to Read Them will give you new
experience in looking at a book.
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