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Based on a controversial opinion piece originally published in the New York Times, Reclaiming Travel is a
provocative meditation on the meaning of travel from ancient times to the twenty-first century. Ilan Stavans
and Joshua Ellison seek to understand why we travel and what has come to be missing from our
contemporary understanding of travel. Engaging with canonical and contemporary texts, they explore the
differences between travel and tourism, the relationship between travel and memory, the genre of travel
writing, and the power of mapmaking, Stavans and Ellison call for a rethinking of the art of travel, which
they define as a transformative quest that gives us deeper access to ourselves.

Tourism, Stavans and Ellison argue, is inauthentic, choreographed, sterile, shallow, and rooted in
colonialism. They critique theme parks and kitsch tourism, such as the shantytown hotels in South Africa
where guests stay in shacks made of corrugated metal and cardboard yet have plenty of food, water and
space. Tourists, they assert, are merely content with escapism, thrill seeking, or obsessively snapping
photographs. Resisting simple moralizing, the authors also remind us that people don’t divide neatly into
crude categories like travelers and tourists. They provoke us to reflect on the opportunities and perils in our
own habits.

In this powerful manifesto, Stavans and Ellison argue that travel should be an art through which our
restlessness finds expression—a search for meaning not only in our own lives but also in the lives of others.
It is not about the destination; rather, travel is about loss, disorientation, and discovering our place in the
universe.
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From reader reviews:

Rebecca Kendrick:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while
is reading. Yeah, by reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up
than other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific
Reclaiming Travel book as beginning and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually more than
just a book.

Paul Kindig:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different
to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the book untitled Reclaiming Travel can be great book to read. May be it can
be best activity to you.

Faye Michaels:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving Reclaiming Travel that give your
pleasure preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be
said as the opportinity for people to know world much better then how they react to the world. It can't be
mentioned constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to always
be success person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as your good habit, you can pick
Reclaiming Travel become your personal starter.

Robert Vargas:

Beside that Reclaiming Travel in your phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or
information. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from oven so don't
possibly be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have
Reclaiming Travel because this book offers to you readable information. Do you at times have book but you
would not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this with your hand. The
Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss
the idea? Find this book and also read it from at this point!
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