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In Methodists and the Crucible of Race, 1930–1975, Peter C. Murray contributes to the history of American
Christianity and the Civil Rights movement by examining a national institution—the Methodist Church (after
1968 the United Methodist Church)—and how it dealt with the racial conflict centered in the South. Murray
begins his study by tracing American Methodism from its beginnings to the secession of many African
Americans from the church and the establishment of separate northern and southern denominations in the
nineteenth century. He then details the reconciliation and compromise of many of these segments in 1939
that led to the unification of the church. This compromise created the racially segregated church that
Methodists struggled to eliminate over the next thirty years.

During the Civil Rights movement, American churches confronted issues of racism that they had previously
ignored. No church experienced this confrontation more sharply than the Methodist Church. When
Methodists reunited their northern and southern halves in 1939, their new church constitution created a
segregated church structure that posed significant issues for Methodists during the Civil Rights movement.

Of the six jurisdictional conferences that made up the Methodist Church, only one was not based on a
geographic region: the Central Jurisdiction, a separate conference for “all Negro annual conferences.” This
Jim Crow arrangement humiliated African American Methodists and embarrassed their liberal white allies
within the church. The Supreme Court’s Brown v. Board of Education decision awakened many white
Methodists from their complacent belief that the church could conform to the norms of the South without
consequences among its national membership.

Murray places the struggle of the Methodist Church within the broader context of the history of race relations
in the United States. He shows how the effort to destroy the barriers in the church were mirrored in the work
being done by society to end segregation. Immensely readable and free of jargon, Methodists and the
Crucible of Race, 1930–1975, will be of interest to a broad audience, including those interested in the Civil
Rights movement and American church history.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Martinez:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the world,
exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Methodists and the Crucible of
Race, 1930-1975. All type of book is it possible to see on many options. You can look for the internet
solutions or other social media.

Maribel Davenport:

Do you one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
particular aren't like that. This Methodists and the Crucible of Race, 1930-1975 book is readable by means of
you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable examining
experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer of
Methodists and the Crucible of Race, 1930-1975 content conveys the thought easily to understand by most
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different in the form of it. So , do
you still thinking Methodists and the Crucible of Race, 1930-1975 is not loveable to be your top list reading
book?

Gary Simms:

The e-book with title Methodists and the Crucible of Race, 1930-1975 includes a lot of information that you
can learn it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. That book exist new information the information
that exist in this book represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to find
out how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you with new era of the glowbal growth.
You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

George Privette:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled
Methodists and the Crucible of Race, 1930-1975 your mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging just
about every word written in a guide then become one form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never
get prior to. The Methodists and the Crucible of Race, 1930-1975 giving you an additional experience more
than blown away your brain but also giving you useful data for your better life in this era. So now let us
explain to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished
examining it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?
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