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Marprelate, Milton, Marvell, and Swift are among the best prose satirists in a remarkably rich literary era.
Focusing on these key figures, ‘Betwixt Jest and Earnest’ examines the theory and practice of religious prose
in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. Recognizing the difficulties inherent in attempting to transform
unimaginative animadversion into effective satire, it analyses the ways in which Marprelate’s tracts, Milton’s
anti-prelatical satires, Marvell’s The Rehearsal Transpros’d, and Swift’s A Tale of a Tub variously resolve
the decorum of religious satire.

Although the study is not specifically an intellectual history or a rigid definition of religious attitudes
towards jest, it does bring together basic symptoms of altering sensibilities in the period. Marprelate, Milton,
Marvell, and Swift represent diverse religious dispositions, but they share a similar satiric vision. Each
recognizes the central importance of manner, and all develop dramatic satire heavily dependent on character,
an emphasis which often displaces the immediate issues contested, but never obscures the larger concerns the
satirists pursue. Their preoccupations with the nature of tradition, their emphasis on the self, and their
sensitivity to language reflect similar involvements in questions of certainty and absolutism. The virtues and
abuses they find in such central questions are not unique to them or their time, but their emphases are, for
they wrote in an age in which sensitive men could confront revolution and reaction with an assurance not
easily attainable once that era had passed. 
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From reader reviews:

Pearlie Henry:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you can
add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Betwixt Jest and Earnest: Marprelate, Milton, Marvell, Swift &
the Decorum of Religious Ridicule (Heritage). Try to make the book Betwixt Jest and Earnest: Marprelate,
Milton, Marvell, Swift & the Decorum of Religious Ridicule (Heritage) as your close friend. It means that it
can for being your friend when you feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever before.
Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know
every little thing by the book. So , let's make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

John Cleveland:

Here thing why this particular Betwixt Jest and Earnest: Marprelate, Milton, Marvell, Swift & the Decorum
of Religious Ridicule (Heritage) are different and reputable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good
nevertheless it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Betwixt
Jest and Earnest: Marprelate, Milton, Marvell, Swift & the Decorum of Religious Ridicule (Heritage) giving
you information deeper and different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no e-book that
similar with Betwixt Jest and Earnest: Marprelate, Milton, Marvell, Swift & the Decorum of Religious
Ridicule (Heritage). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing
that happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in
recreation area, café, or even in your way home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the
branded book maybe the form of Betwixt Jest and Earnest: Marprelate, Milton, Marvell, Swift & the
Decorum of Religious Ridicule (Heritage) in e-book can be your substitute.

Helen Perez:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read the
book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day every day to
reading a publication. The book Betwixt Jest and Earnest: Marprelate, Milton, Marvell, Swift & the Decorum
of Religious Ridicule (Heritage) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this
book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to develop this
book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book through your smart phone. The price
is not to cover but this book offers high quality.

Rita Beatty:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this book. This Betwixt Jest and Earnest: Marprelate,



Milton, Marvell, Swift & the Decorum of Religious Ridicule (Heritage) is simple to bring you can read it in
the area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the printed book, you can
buy often the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone.
So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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