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The idea of the pre-existence of the soul has been extremely important, widespread, and persistent
throughout Western history--from even before the philosophy of Plato to the poetry of Robert Frost. When
Souls Had Wings offers the first systematic history of this little explored feature of Western culture.

Terryl Givens describes the tradition of pre-existence as "pre-heaven"--the place where unborn souls wait
until they descend to earth to be born. And typically it is seen as a descent--a falling away from a happier and
untroubled state into the turbulent and sinful world we know. The title of the book refers to the idea put
forward in antiquity that our souls begin with wings, and that only after shedding those wings do we fall to
earth. The book not only traces the history of the idea of pre-existence, but also captures its meaning for
those who have embraced it. Givens describes how pre-existence has been invoked to explain "the better
angels of our nature," including the human yearning for transcendence and the sublime. Pre-existence has
been said to account for why we know what we should not know, whether in the form of a Greek slave's
grasp of mathematics, the moral sense common to humanity, or the human ability to recognize universals.
The belief has explained human bonds that seem to have their own mysterious prehistory, salved the
wounded sensibility of a host of thinkers who could not otherwise account for the unevenly distributed pain
and suffering that are humanity's common lot, and has been posited by philosophers and theologians alike to
salvage the principle of human freedom and accountability.

When Souls had Wings underscores how durable (and controversial) this idea has been throughout the history
of Western thought, the theological dangers it has represented, and how prominently it has featured in poetry,
literature, and art.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Gans:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you can
add your knowledge by the e-book entitled When Souls Had Wings: Pre-Mortal Existence in Western
Thought. Try to make book When Souls Had Wings: Pre-Mortal Existence in Western Thought as your
buddy. It means that it can being your friend when you experience alone and beside that course make you
smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you far more
confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let's make new experience along with
knowledge with this book.

Alan Torrez:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer can be When Souls Had Wings: Pre-Mortal Existence in Western
Thought why because the fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint an individual. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Beth Call:

This When Souls Had Wings: Pre-Mortal Existence in Western Thought is great book for you because the
content that is certainly full of information for you who always deal with world and possess to make decision
every minute. This specific book reveal it details accurately using great manage word or we can say no
rambling sentences in it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only
gives you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with wonderful delivering sentences.
Having When Souls Had Wings: Pre-Mortal Existence in Western Thought in your hand like keeping the
world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no reserve that offer you
world in ten or fifteen tiny right but this guide already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey Mr. and
Mrs. busy do you still doubt which?

Rita Beatty:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You can
observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to you
is When Souls Had Wings: Pre-Mortal Existence in Western Thought this book consist a lot of the



information from the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented so why is the world
has grown up. The terminology styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the
writer made some study when he makes this book. That's why this book appropriate all of you.
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