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In The Past Is Always Present, Tore Tvarnø Lind examines the musical revival of Greek Orthodox chant at
the monastery of Vatopaidi within the monastic society of Mount Athos, Greece. In particular, Lind focuses
on the musical activities at the monastery and the meaning of the past in the monks' efforts at improving their
musical performance practice through an emphasis on tradition.

Based on a decade of intense fieldwork and extensive interviews with members of Athos' monastic
community, Lind covers a vast array of topics. From musical notation and the Greek oral tradition to CD
covers and music production, the tension between tradition and modernity in the musical activity of the
Athonite community raises a clear challenge to the quest to bring together Orthodox spirituality and quietude
with musical production. The Past Is Always Present addresses all of these matters by focusing on the
significance and meaning of the local chanting style. As Lind argues, Byzantine chant cannot be fully
grasped in musicological terms alone, outside the context of prayer. Yet because chant is fundamentally a
way of communicating with God, the sound generated must be exactly right, pushing issues of music
notation, theory, and performance practice to the forefront.

Byzantine chant, Lind ultimately argues, is a modern phenomenon as the monastic communities of Mount
Athos negotiate with the realities of modern Orthodox identity in Greece. By reporting on the musical revival
activities of this remarkable community through the topics of notation, musical theory, drone-singing, and
spiritual silence, Lind looks at the ways in which Athonite heritage is shaped, touching upon the Byzantine
chant's contemporary relationship with practice of pilgrimage and the phenomenon of religious tourism.

Offering unique insights into the monastic culture at Mount Athos, The Past Is Always Present is for those
especially interested in sacred music, past and present Greek culture, monastic life, religious tourism, and the
fields of ethnomusicology and anthropology.
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From reader reviews:

Bryan Perry:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys this specific aren't like that. This The Past Is Always Present: The Revival of the Byzantine Musical
Tradition at Mount Athos (Europea: Ethnomusicologies and Modernities) book is readable through you who
hate the straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading through
experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer associated
with The Past Is Always Present: The Revival of the Byzantine Musical Tradition at Mount Athos (Europea:
Ethnomusicologies and Modernities) content conveys thinking easily to understand by many people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different in the form of it. So , do you
nevertheless thinking The Past Is Always Present: The Revival of the Byzantine Musical Tradition at Mount
Athos (Europea: Ethnomusicologies and Modernities) is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Juanita Bey:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get great
deal of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not only a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are
there when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try
this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the actual book you
have read is actually The Past Is Always Present: The Revival of the Byzantine Musical Tradition at Mount
Athos (Europea: Ethnomusicologies and Modernities).

David Johnston:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you study a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, since book
has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you
have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, along with soon. The The Past Is
Always Present: The Revival of the Byzantine Musical Tradition at Mount Athos (Europea:
Ethnomusicologies and Modernities) provide you with new experience in studying a book.

Thomas Hill:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year to be able to year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around
the world. With the book The Past Is Always Present: The Revival of the Byzantine Musical Tradition at
Mount Athos (Europea: Ethnomusicologies and Modernities) we can have more advantage. Don't one to be



creative people? For being creative person must like to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that
appropriate with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with this book The Past Is Always
Present: The Revival of the Byzantine Musical Tradition at Mount Athos (Europea: Ethnomusicologies and
Modernities). You can more pleasing than now.
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