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Though Sir Arthur Conan Doyle's name is recognized the world over, for decades the man himself has been
overshadowed by his better understood creation, Sherlock Holmes, who has become one of literature's most
enduring characters. Based on thousands of previously unavailable documents, Andrew Lycett, author of the
critically acclaimed biography Dylan Thomas, offers the first definitive biography of the baffling Conan
Doyle, finally making sense of a long-standing mystery: how the scientifically minded creator of the world's
most rational detective himself succumbed to an avid belief in spiritualism, including communication with
the dead.

Conan Doyle was a man of many contradictions. Always romantic, energetic, idealistic and upstanding, he
could also be selfish and fool-hardy. Lycett assembles the many threads of Conan Doyle's life, including the
lasting impact of his domineering mother and his wayward, alcoholic father; his affair with a younger
woman while his wife lay dying; and his nearly fanatical pursuit of scientific data to prove and explain
various supernatural phenomena. Lycett reveals the evolution of Conan Doyle's nature and ideas against the
backdrop of his intense personal life, wider society and the intellectual ferment of his age. In response to the
dramatic scientific and social transformations at the turn of the century, he rejected traditional religious faith
in favor of psychics and séances -- and in this way he embodied all of his late-Victorian, early-Edwardian
era's ambivalence about the advance of science and the decline of religion.

The first biographer to gain access to Conan Doyle's newly released personal archive -- which includes
correspondence, diaries, original manuscripts and more -- Lycett combines assiduous research with
penetrating insight to offer the most comprehensive, lucid and sympathetic portrait yet of Conan Doyle's
personal journey from student to doctor, from world-famous author to ardent spiritualist.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Glover:

The book untitled The Man Who Created Sherlock Holmes: The Life and Times of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle
is the reserve that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be
shown to anyone. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The copy writer was did a lot of study when write the book, therefore the information that they
share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of The Man Who
Created Sherlock Holmes: The Life and Times of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle from the publisher to make you
considerably more enjoy free time.

Robert Knight:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving The Man Who Created Sherlock
Holmes: The Life and Times of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle that give your entertainment preference will be
satisfied by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people
to know world much better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly that
reading behavior only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So ,
for all you who want to start studying as your good habit, you could pick The Man Who Created Sherlock
Holmes: The Life and Times of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle become your starter.

Michael Mantz:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the books in the top
checklist in your reading list will be The Man Who Created Sherlock Holmes: The Life and Times of Sir
Arthur Conan Doyle. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning into
precious person. By looking up and review this book you can get many advantages.

Rodolfo Buker:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you
know that little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about something by book. A substantial number of
sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this The Man Who Created Sherlock
Holmes: The Life and Times of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle.
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