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Thisis the second volume of atwo-volume social history of nineteenth-century Hankow, acity of over one
million inhabitants and the commercial hub of central China. In the first volume, Hankow: Commerce and
Society in a Chinese City, 1796-1889 (1984), the author emphasized the dynamism of late imperial
commerce, the relation of the metropolisto its hinterland, and the corporate institutions of the city, notably
its guilds, which assumed a number of functions we normally attribute to a municipal government. In this
volume, the focus is on the people of Hankow, in all their ethnic diversity, occupational variety, and constant
mobility, and on the social bonds that enabled this mass of peopleto live and work in a crowded city with
much less disruptive social conflict than occurred in Hankow's counterparts in early modern Europe.

Built into the argument of the book is a running comparison nineteenth-century Hankow with such cities as
London and Paris in the somewhat earlier period when they, too, were experiencing the growing pains of
nascent preindustrial capitalism. How are we to account for the fact that the cities of early modern Europe
were so much more prone to protest and social upheaval than Hankow was in a comparabl e stage of
development? The author finds the answer in the cultural hegemony of an activist dite that fostered moral
consensus, social harmony, and an aura of solicitude for the well-being of residents at every social level,
exemplified in such service institutions as poor relief, firefighting, and public security.

Toward the end of the nineteenth century, however, the social bonds that had held Hankow together were

beginning to fragment, as social polarization and growing class-consciousness fostered an atmosphere of
increasing unrest.
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From reader reviews:
Timothy King:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Hankow: Conflict and Community in a Chinese City, 1796-1895.
Try to make the book Hankow: Conflict and Community in a Chinese City, 1796-1895 as your good friend.
It means that it can to get your friend when you truly feel alone and beside associated with course make you
smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you much more
confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let me make new experience and also
knowledge with this book.

Carlos M cNerney:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider when those information which isinside the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Hankow: Conflict and Community in a Chinese City,
1796-1895 as your daily resource information.

Lauren Smith:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title Hankow: Conflict
and Community in a Chinese City, 1796-1895 suitable to you? Often the book was written by popular writer
in this era. The actual book untitled Hankow: Conflict and Community in a Chinese City, 1796-1895is a
single of severa books which everyone read now. This book was inspired alot of peoplein the world. When
you read this publication you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know before. The author
explained their thought in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this
reserve. This book will give you alarge amount of information about this world now. To help you to see the
represented of the world with this book.

Thomas Rice:

Isit you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Hankow: Conflict and Community in a Chinese
City, 1796-1895 can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. Y ou are so out of date, spending your
time by reading in this completely new erais common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than
the others?
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