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In this study of the origins and evolution of the Air National Guard, Dr. Charles. Gross, himself aformer
guardsman and a professional historian, currently at the Air Force Systems Command History Office,
chronicles this transformation. In the 1940s, the active duty Air Force was not particularly sympathetic or
supportive of an Air National Guard. Focused on creating an Air Force as a separate service, carving out its
rolein the air-atomic age, and changing from piston to jet engines in an austere budgetary environment, the
regulars saw no rea purpose for part-time, state air forces. If anything, an Air Guard threatened the funding
of an adequate regular force. Given the Guard's record of poor readiness and its successful resistance to
direction from Washington, the Air Force |eadership would have been just as happy to see the Guard
eliminated. In 1950, the difficult and in many respects unsuccessful mobilization of the Air National Guard
for the Korean War, forced the Air Force into reforms, and the Guard itself to accept greater peacetime
control by the active force. Through the 1950s, by means of expansion, more modern aircraft, and more
closely coordinated planning and policy-making, the Guard began to increase both in effectiveness and in the
respect it engendered from the Air Force leadership. Late in the decade, increased budgetary pressure on the
Air Force, combined with the Eisenhower administration's emphasis on reserves and the Congress' support
for the Guard, led to a more favorable view of the Guard by the Air Force. Also, Air Guard leaders
themselves redlized that they had to institute various reforms and better integrate the Guard with the regular
force. Most importantly, the Guard in the 1950s won for itself, in continental air defense, in tactical aviation,
and in airlift, meaningful missions that it could perform effectively on a continuing basis in peacetime. In
mobilizations during the Berlin crisisin 1961-1962, in the Pueblo crisis and the Southeast Asian War in
1968, the Guard proved its competence and excellence. The expanding role of the Guard and its close
cooperation with the Air Force are Dr. Gross' themes, explaining the rise of the Guard to the prominence it
playsintoday's air operations. He pulls no punches in recounting the conflict between Guard and regular Air
Force, or in explaining how each side maneuvered to safeguard its interests. However, the author also shows
how common concerns and mutual dedication to the national defense overcame parochialism and led from
cooperation to integration. The result was displayed for all the Air Force to see in the professionalism of
Guard unitsin the 1960s mobilizations. Guard and regular Air Force had become vital to each other; in
return for modern aircraft, a substantial peacetime mission, and upon mobilization integration into the
wartime force, the Guard accepted de facto control by the regular Air Force. As Dr. Gross concludes, the
concept of "state militia' was altered far beyond the changes wrought earlier in federal-state military
relations. The Air Guard was ready for the 'Total Force" policy of the 1970s. The dilemma of maintaining a
reserve fully capable of fighting the air war was solved. By the 1980s, the Air National Guard, at the same
time inheritors of amilitary tradition extending back before 1776, and users of the most advanced
technologies of war, could prove that citizen-soldiers need not be second to any airman in the world.
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From reader reviews:
LisaHegland:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what your own problem? How about your extratime? Or are you busy man? If you
don't have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have spare time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They have to answer that question
since just their can do that will. It said that about publication. Book isfamiliar on every person. Yes, itis
suitable. Because start from on jardin de infancia until university need thiskind of Prelude to the Total
Force: The Air National Guard 1943-1969 to read.

Jeffrey Barclay:

Here thing why that Prelude to the Total Force: The Air National Guard 1943-1969 are different and
trustworthy to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it realy depends in the content than it
which isthe content is as delightful asfood or not. Prelude to the Total Force: The Air National Guard 1943-
1969 giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any book out there but thereis no
publication that similar with Prelude to the Total Force: The Air National Guard 1943-19689. It givesyou
thrill examining journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is
perhaps can be happened around you. Y ou can bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your
approach home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of
Prelude to the Tota Force: The Air National Guard 1943-1969 in e-book can be your aternate.

Mary Ransom:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get alot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Books can also inspire alot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But &l so they write about advantage
about something that you need casein point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authorsin this world always try to improve their talent in
writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of them is this Prelude to the
Total Force: The Air National Guard 1943-1969.

Timothy Wrobdl:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many alot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read a new book. It isreally fun for you personaly. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent
24 hours aday to reading a reserve. The book Prelude to the Total Force: The Air National Guard 1943-1969



itisvery good to read. There are alot of folks that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this
book. In the event you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy often the e-book. Y ou can
mOore quickly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book
features high quality.
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