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The Chicago Great Western Railroad was a spunky midwestern carrier that contributed mightily to the
transportation industry. The 1,500-mile CGW, built by the iconoclastic and ambitious A. B. Stickney, proved
to be exceptionally innovative as it developed new ways to compete with larger railroads. Pitted against
tough, determined competitors, the CGW during its eighty-five years made innovations that changed the
history of American transportation. Among the pioneering activities for which the Great Western is
remembered are the early use of internal combustion equipment, the hauling of truck trailers atop flatcars
("piggy-backs"), and the use of extremely long freight trains. Indeed, much of the railroad's past supports the
notion that smaller, less-established carriers like the CGW frequently stimulated changes in industry thinking
and practices.

In spite of its innovations, the path of the Great Western, sometimes called the "Great Weedy," did not
always run smoothly. In the 1930s, John W. Barriger III quipped, "The Chicago Great Western is a mountain
railroad in a prairie country serving a traffic vacuum." Such a negative assessment was not uncommon for
this Granger pike, which in fact climbed some steep grades and owned a long tunnel. And while the road did
not operate in a "traffic vacuum," its competitors were well entrenched and robust. By 1903, the CGW
served the strategic gateways of Chicago, Kansas City, Minneapolis-St. Paul, St. Joseph, and Omaha.
Between Chicago and the Twin Cities alone, the company competed with six other roads. When the Chicago
& North Western acquired the Great Western in 1968, one of America's most imaginative railroads
disappeared.

The Corn Belt Route is the first scholarly treatment of the Chicago Great Western Railroad, a company that
has long intrigued the railfan, whether collector, modeler, photographer, or historian. Richly illustrated, this
book tells the lively story of one of the great small railroads that once served the Midwest.
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From reader reviews:

Desiree Thorne:

The book The Corn Belt Route: A History of the Chicago Great Western Railroad Company (Railroads in
America) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable
considerably more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big
problem together with your subject. If you can make reading a book The Corn Belt Route: A History of the
Chicago Great Western Railroad Company (Railroads in America) to be your habit, you can get considerably
more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You could
know everything if you like start and read a book The Corn Belt Route: A History of the Chicago Great
Western Railroad Company (Railroads in America). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book
or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Jennifer Nava:

The particular book The Corn Belt Route: A History of the Chicago Great Western Railroad Company
(Railroads in America) has a lot details on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book
was published by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book. This
kind of book very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading this book.

Cheryl Cooley:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Corn Belt Route: A History of the
Chicago Great Western Railroad Company (Railroads in America) guide written by well-known writer who
really knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written
with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own personal
hunger then you still question The Corn Belt Route: A History of the Chicago Great Western Railroad
Company (Railroads in America) as good book but not only by the cover but also by content. This is one
reserve that can break don't evaluate book by its handle, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to
pick this kind of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to
one more sixth sense.

Barbara Kelley:

The book untitled The Corn Belt Route: A History of the Chicago Great Western Railroad Company
(Railroads in America) contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with
easy method. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy
to read the item. The book was written by famous author. The author gives you in the new age of literary
works. You can actually read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or product, so you can
read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site
as well as order it. Have a nice go through.
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