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SEXING HARDY: THOMAS HARDY AND FEMINISM There are surprisingly few feminist analyses of
the work of British novelist Thomas Hardy, and most do not get beyond vague notions of sexism and
misogynism, in the Kate Millett and second wave feminist manner. Margaret Elvy's book, however, uses up-
to-date research in the fields of cultural studies, feminist poetics, gay, lesbian and queer theory. This new,
postmodern and incisive exploration of Thomas Hardy offers an exciting and radical reappraisal of the
discourses of gender, desire, class, economy, socialization, identity and patriarchy in his fiction and poetry.
 This new edition of Sexing Hardy includes a new introduction and a new bibliography. EXTRACT FROM
CHAPTER ONE: "THOMAS HARDY AND FEMINISM" Is Thomas Hardy a feminist? Are Thomas
Hardy's works feminist? How much do his works reflect and bolster the patriarchal attitudes and
beahviour of his era, and how much do they question them? What is the relation between Hardy and the
feminists of his time? And what is the link between Hardy's works and the feminism of the early 21st
century? Thomas Hardy's theme is what you might call 'Wessexuality', 'Wes-sex-mania', Wessexual politics.
Hardy's works are sexist, patriarchal and masculinist, and yet they question notions of sexism, gender,
identity, patriarchy and masculinism. A text such as Tess of the d'Urbervilles is 'traditional', and follows
patriarchal codes and morals. Yet it also questions them, and offers a number of feminist critiques of late
19th century society. In his letters, Thomas Hardy proposed feminist views; he wrote to feminists such as the
suffragette leader Millicent Fawcett that a child was the mother's own business, not the father's (Collected
Letters, 3, 238). One can see these feminist sentiments in, for example, Hardy's treatment of Tess in her
motherhood: she works in the fields just a few weeks after the birth, even though she is melancholy (she
seems to be suffering a mild form of post-natal depression). Tess further subverts patriarchy by taking her
child's baptism into her own hands. She goes against her father, the vicar, and the whole church with her
self-made baptism. [...] Thomas Hardy's novels were not always received favourably by women critics and
readers. Hardy's own views, expressed outside of the novels, did not always square with those of feminists of
the 1880s and 1890s. The ideological gap between Hardy and the women critics and feminists of the late
19th century is illustrated by Hardy's remark to Edmund Yates (in 1891): 'many of my novels have suffered
so much from misrepresentation as being attacks on womankind' (Collected Letters, I, 250). Hardy hoped
that works such as Tess of the d'Urbervilles would redress the balance. Illustrated. Bibliography and notes.
ISBN 9781861710659. 194 pages. www.crmoon.com
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From reader reviews:

Harold Graham:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A e-book Sexing Hardy: Thomas Hardy and Feminism
(Thomas Hardy Studies) will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can
know about anything. But some of you think which open or reading any book make you bored. It is not
necessarily make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or ideal book
with you?

Doris Rice:

Here thing why this Sexing Hardy: Thomas Hardy and Feminism (Thomas Hardy Studies) are different and
trusted to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it really depends in the content than it which is
the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Sexing Hardy: Thomas Hardy and Feminism (Thomas Hardy
Studies) giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is
no reserve that similar with Sexing Hardy: Thomas Hardy and Feminism (Thomas Hardy Studies). It gives
you thrill examining journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world
which is probably can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park your car, café,
or even in your approach home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book
maybe the form of Sexing Hardy: Thomas Hardy and Feminism (Thomas Hardy Studies) in e-book can be
your alternate.

Jeffrey Call:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading routine give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book
in which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience happy read
one along with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The Sexing Hardy: Thomas Hardy and
Feminism (Thomas Hardy Studies) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

John Coffin:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find book that need more
time to be study. Sexing Hardy: Thomas Hardy and Feminism (Thomas Hardy Studies) can be your answer
as it can be read by you who have those short time problems.
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