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Hearths of Darkness: The Family in the American Horror Film traces the origins of the 1970s family horror
subgenre to certain aspects of American culture and classical Hollywood cinema. Far from being an
ephemeral and short-lived genre, horror actually relates to many facets of American history from its
beginnings to the present day. Individual chapters examine aspects of the genre, its roots in the Universal
horror films of the 1930s, the Val Lewton RKO unit of the 1940s, and the crucial role of Alfred Hitchcock as
the father of the modern American horror film.

Subsequent chapters investigate the key works of the 1970s by directors such as Larry Cohen, George A.
Romero, Brian De Palma, Wes Craven, and Tobe Hooper, revealing the distinctive nature of films such as
Bone, It's Alive, God Told Me To, Carrie, The Exorcist, Exorcist 2, The Texas Chainsaw Massacre, as well
as the contributions of such writers as Stephen King. Williams also studies the slasher films of the 1980s and
1990s, such asthe Friday the 13th series, Halloween, the remake of The Texas Chainsaw Massacre, and
Nightmare on EIm Street, exploring their failure to improve on the radical achievements of the films of the
1970s.

After covering some post-1970s films, such as The Shining, the book concludes with a new postscript
examining neglected films of the twentieth and early twenty-first century. Despite the overall declinein the
American horror film, Williams determines that, far from being dead, the family horror film is still with us.
Elements of family horror even appear in modern television series such as The Sopranos. This updated
edition also includes a new introduction.
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From reader reviews:
Kimberly Pratt:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for awhileis
reading. Y ep, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific Hearths of
Darkness: The Family in the American Horror Film, Updated Edition book as beginning and daily reading
publication. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Robert Alleman:

The book untitled Hearths of Darkness: The Family in the American Horror Film, Updated Edition isthe
publication that recommended to you you just read. Y ou can see the quality of the publication content that
will be shown to you actually. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is
easily to understand. The writer was did alot of study when write the book, and so the information that they
share for you is absolutely accurate. Y ou also will get the e-book of Hearths of Darkness. The Family in the
American Horror Film, Updated Edition from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Juana Houck:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your
mind skill or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that
need more time to be examine. Hearths of Darkness: The Family in the American Horror Film, Updated
Edition can be your answer asit can be read by you actually who have those short free time problems.

Michael Medellin:

Beside this specific Hearths of Darkness: The Family in the American Horror Film, Updated Edition in your
phone, it may give you away to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the
knowledge you might got here is fresh from oven so don't become worry if you feel like an previous people
live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Hearths of Darkness: The Family in the American Horror
Film, Updated Edition because this book offers for you readabl e information. Do you occasionally have book
but you rarely get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have thisin your hand. The
Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss
the item? Find this book and aso read it from at this point!
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