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"[An] elegantly written, unsentimental memoir."—PEOPLE MAGAZINE [PEOPLE's Pick of the
Week]

Winner of the 2014 Nautilus Award represents “Better Books for a Better World”—the Silver Award
in the category of Parenting /Family.

When Laura Estreich is born, her appearance presents a puzzle: does the shape of her eyes indicate Down
syndrome, or the fact that she has a Japanese grandmother? In this powerful memoir, George Estreich, a poet
and stay-at-home dad, tells his daughter's story, reflecting on her inheritance --- from the literal legacy of her
genes, to the family history that precedes her, to the Victorian physician John Langdon Down's diagnostic
error of "Mongolian idiocy." Against this backdrop, Laura takes her place in the Estreich family as a unique
child, quirky and real, loved for everything ordinary and extraordinary about her.

"In this wise and moving memoir, George Estreich tells the story of his family as his younger daughter is
diagnosed with Down syndrome and they are thrust into an unfamiliar world. Estreich writes with a poet's
eye and gift of language, weaving this personal journey into the larger history of his family, exploring the
deep and often hidden connections between the past and the present. Engaging and unsentimental, The Shape
of the Eye taught me a great deal. It is a story I found myself thinking about long after I'd finished the final
pages." —Kim Edwards, author of The Memory Keeper's Daughter

"A poignant, beautifully written, and intensely moving memoir" —Abraham Verghese, author of Cutting
for Stone

“The Shape of the Eye is a memoir of a father’s love for his daughter, his struggle to understand her
disability, and his journey toward embracing her power and depth.  Estreich is raw and honest and draws us
each into a new view of what it means to be 'human’ and what it means to be ‘different.’  This book is
beautifully written, poetically insightful, and personally transformative. To read it is to rethink everything
and to be happy because of the journey.” —Timothy P. Shriver, Ph.D., Chairman & CEO of the Special
Olympics

"The Shape of the Eye personalizes Down syndrome, bringing a condition abstracted in the medical literature
into the full dimensionality of one family's life. It's brave of George Estreich to make what has befallen his
family so public, trusting of him to let an unknown audience second-guess the family's choices. Because he's
opened his home and heart in this memoir, we are privileged to witness in chaotic, heart-wrenching, joyous
detail what it means to have and to love a child with Down syndrome." —Marcia Childress, Associate
Professor of Medical Education (Medical Humanities), University of Virginia School of Medicine
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From reader reviews:

Kim Bogdan:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title The Shape of the Eye:
A Memoir suitable to you? The actual book was written by well known writer in this era. The book untitled
The Shape of the Eye: A Memoiris the main one of several books in which everyone read now. This book
was inspired many people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimensions that
you ever know just before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, and so all of people can
easily to recognise the core of this publication. This book will give you a lot of information about this world
now. In order to see the represented of the world on this book.

Wayne Ross:

Exactly why? Because this The Shape of the Eye: A Memoir is an unordinary book that the inside of the
book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will jolt you with the secret it inside. Reading this book next to it
was fantastic author who write the book in such awesome way makes the content inside easier to understand,
entertaining way but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having
this any longer or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of benefits than the other
book get such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hesitate
having that book? If I have been you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Johnny Powers:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or
even make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this The Shape of the Eye: A Memoir can make you sense more interested to read.

Alex Jose:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. Therefore you know
that little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that reading
is very important along with book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something by
book. Many kinds of books that can you take to be your object. One of them are these claims The Shape of
the Eye: A Memoir.
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