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A middle class, Midwestern family in search of meaning uproot themselves and move to their ancestral
village in Croatia

"We can look at this in two ways," Jim wrote, always the pragmatist. "We can panic and scrap the whole
idea. Or we can take this as a sign. They're saying the economy is going to get worse before it gets better.
Maybe this is the kick in the pants we needed to do something completely different. There will always be an
excuse not to go…"

And that, friends, is how a typically sane middle-aged mother decided to drag her family back to a forlorn
mountain village in the backwoods of Croatia.

So begins the author's journey in Running Away to Home. Jen, her architect husband, Jim, and their two
children had been living the typical soccer- and ballet-practice life in the most Middle American of places:
Des Moines, Iowa. They overindulged themselves and their kids, and as a family they were losing one
another in the rush of work, school, and activities. One day, Jen and her husband looked at each other–both
holding their Starbucks coffee as they headed out to their SUV in the mall parking lot, while the kids
complained about the inferiority of the toys they just got–and asked themselves: "Is this the American
dream? Because if it is, it sort of sucks."

Jim and Jen had always dreamed of taking a family sabbatical in another country, so when they lost half their
savings in the stock-market crash, it seemed like just a crazy enough time to do it. High on wanderlust, they
left the troubled landscape of contemporary America for the Croatian mountain village of Mrkopalj, the land
of Jennifer's ancestors. It was a village that seemed hermetically sealed for the last one hundred years, with a
population of eight hundred (mostly drunken) residents and a herd of sheep milling around the post office.
For several months they lived like locals, from milking the neighbor's cows to eating roasted pig on a spit to
desperately seeking the village recipe for bootleg liquor. As the Wilson-Hoff family struggled to stay sane
(and warm), what they found was much deeper and bigger than themselves.
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From reader reviews:

Lewis Lin:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the world,
exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't want do
that. You must know how great along with important the book Running Away to Home: Our Family's
Journey to Croatia in Search of Who We Are, Where We Came From, and What Really Matters. All type of
book are you able to see on many sources. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

William Grimm:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of publication you read, if
you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel happy read one using theme
for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The Running Away to Home: Our Family's Journey to Croatia
in Search of Who We Are, Where We Came From, and What Really Matters is kind of reserve which is
giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Greg Christenson:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get wide range of
stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do
you have when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the book you
have read will be Running Away to Home: Our Family's Journey to Croatia in Search of Who We Are,
Where We Came From, and What Really Matters.

Ralph Wood:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Running Away to Home: Our Family's
Journey to Croatia in Search of Who We Are, Where We Came From, and What Really Matters, you can
enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh
seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its called reading friends.
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