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The great myth of horse racing is that the game is the regal and royal Sport of Kings. It isn't. Not by a long
shot.

Anyone who doubts this need look no further than Suffolk Downs, a once-proud racecourse graced in its
glory years by boisterous throngs and champions such as Seabiscuit. Now the blue-collar East Boston track
is one of many that have fallen on hard times. These days "Sufferin' Downs" is where grizzled
Thoroughbreds come to end their careers, hopeful young jockeys aspire against daunting odds to begin them,
and diehard fans cheer, curse and gamble on the entire fascinating spectacle. These bit players are not just
cogs of a single, struggling horse track. They are the unseen supporting cast for a $15 billion betting
industry.

In fifteen years as a racing reporter and press box personality, T.D. Thornton gained access to remote corners
of racetrack life off limits to the general public. He got to know the raucously Runyonesque characters and
the quirky personalities of the horses; he learned the tricks of the trade from trainers, owners, and jockeys; he
witnessed the tragedies and small triumphs of racing lives lived below the radar. One recent season, he
finally decided to write it all down.

Not by a Long Shot is a deeply textured portrait of an industry where even the best in the business lose 75
percent of the time.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Rhone:

The book Not By a Long Shot: A Season at a Hard Luck Horse Track give you a sense of feeling enjoy for
your spare time. You may use to make your capable far more increase. Book can being your best friend when
you getting stress or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make examining a book Not By
a Long Shot: A Season at a Hard Luck Horse Track to become your habit, you can get far more advantages,
like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You are able to know
everything if you like wide open and read a book Not By a Long Shot: A Season at a Hard Luck Horse
Track. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do
you think about this book?

Bernice Hicks:

The book Not By a Long Shot: A Season at a Hard Luck Horse Track can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing like a book Not By a Long
Shot: A Season at a Hard Luck Horse Track? Several of you have a different opinion about book. But one
aim in which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer together with
your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you could share all
of these. Book Not By a Long Shot: A Season at a Hard Luck Horse Track has simple shape but the truth is
know: it has great and large function for you. You can search the enormous world by open and read a
publication. So it is very wonderful.

Laura Enriquez:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Not By a Long Shot: A Season
at a Hard Luck Horse Track book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Dolores Schreiber:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they will get
lots of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you
try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the book you have
read is usually Not By a Long Shot: A Season at a Hard Luck Horse Track.
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