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A lively investigation of the official and unofficial meanings of Stalinist celebrations.

"An impressive and highly readable book that... casts a clear and disturbing light on the relationship of
Stalinist mythology, state power, popular participation, and the unending complexities of social and cultural
survival mechanisms and daily life." ?Richard Stites

In the Soviet Union in the 1930s, public celebrations flourished while Stalinist repression intensified. What
explains this coincidence of terror and celebration? Using popular media and drawing extensively on
documents from previously inaccessible Soviet archives, Karen Petrone demonstrates that to dismiss Soviet
celebrations as mere diversion is to lose a valuable opportunity for understanding how the Soviet system
operated. As the state attempted to mobilize citizens to participate in the project to create New Soviet men
and women, celebration culture became more than a means to distract a population suffering from poverty
and deprivation. The planning and execution of celebrations reflected the Soviet intelligentsia’s efforts to
bring social and cultural enlightenment to the people. Physical culture demonstrations, celebrations of Arctic
and aviation exploits, the Pushkin Centennial of 1937 and the 20th Anniversary of the October Revolution,
and the celebration of New Year’s Day were opportunities for the Soviet leadership to fuse traditional
prerevolutionary values and practices with socialist ideology in an effort to educate its citizens and build
support for the state and its policies. However, official celebrations were often appropriated by citizens for
purposes that were unanticipated and unsanctioned by the state. Through celebrations, Soviet citizens created
hybrid identities and defined their places in the emerging Stalinist hierarchy, allowing them to uphold the
Soviet order while arrests and executions were rampant. This rich look at celebrations reveals the complex
dialogues and negotiations between citizens and leaders in the endeavor to create Soviet culture.

Karen Petrone is Assistant Professor of History at the University of Kentucky.

Indiana-Michigan Series in Russian and East European Studies?Alexander Rabinowitch and William G.
Rosenberg, editors
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From reader reviews:

Paul Weston:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Life Has Become More Joyous, Comrades:
Celebrations in the Time of Stalin (Indiana-Michigan Series in Russian and East European Studies). Try to
make the book Life Has Become More Joyous, Comrades: Celebrations in the Time of Stalin (Indiana-
Michigan Series in Russian and East European Studies) as your good friend. It means that it can for being
your friend when you experience alone and beside those of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah,
it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can
know anything by the book. So , let us make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Dennis Byrd:

The book Life Has Become More Joyous, Comrades: Celebrations in the Time of Stalin (Indiana-Michigan
Series in Russian and East European Studies) can give more knowledge and information about everything
you want. So why must we leave the good thing like a book Life Has Become More Joyous, Comrades:
Celebrations in the Time of Stalin (Indiana-Michigan Series in Russian and East European Studies)? Wide
variety you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that will book can give many data for us. It is
absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that,
you are able to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Life Has Become More Joyous,
Comrades: Celebrations in the Time of Stalin (Indiana-Michigan Series in Russian and East European
Studies) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the
enormous world by available and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Bill Boyd:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or perhaps playing
video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read some sort
of book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day long to
reading a e-book. The book Life Has Become More Joyous, Comrades: Celebrations in the Time of Stalin
(Indiana-Michigan Series in Russian and East European Studies) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of
people who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have
enough space to create this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book
from a smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book possesses high quality.

Hugo Carter:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book



store? Aim to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its cover may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer might be Life Has Become More Joyous, Comrades: Celebrations in the
Time of Stalin (Indiana-Michigan Series in Russian and East European Studies) why because the amazing
cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is
definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to
pick up this book.
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