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"We didn't commit suicide; we committed an act of revolutionary suicide protesting the conditions of an
inhumane world." - Jim Jones

The United States has never had a shortage of cults based on religious teachings and charismatic leaders, but
perhaps none are as infamous as Jim Jones and the Peoples Temple, which remain notorious for the mass
murder-suicide event in Jonestown, Guyana on November 18, 1978, during which nearly 900 people drank
cyanide-laced Flavor Aid, including nearly 300 children. To this day, “drinking the Kool-Aid” is a popular
phrase in America to refer to people who blindly follow a person or idea without thought, and the event at
Jonestown was the deadliest deliberate act involving Americans in history until the 9/11 attacks. In addition
to those deaths, Peoples Temple members also murdered a handful of others on the same day, including
journalists, a member trying to leave Jonestown, and Congressman Leo Ryan.

Almost from birth, Jones believed he had a higher calling, and after being immersed in various Christian
churches and both political and religious doctrine, Jones founded the Peoples Temple in Indianapolis in
1955, when he was still in his mid-20s. While that might have been an unusual course in life for most
Americans, Jones was hardly the first to take such a path, and indeed, his group expanded at a remarkable
pace in the 1960s, which included a move to California after Jones claimed to foresee a nuclear attack on
Chicago and the destruction of Indianapolis. By the 1970s, services at the group’s Temple attracted
thousands of visitors, even as Jones increasingly criticized Christianity and the Bible.

Of course, none of the previous locations earned the notoriety of Jonestown, which the Peoples Temple
established in Guyana along the northern coast of South America in the mid-‘70s. Meant to be a "socialist
paradise" and “sanctuary” from America’s “creeping fascism,” over 900 members headed to the new
settlement by 1978. That November, Congressman Leo Ryan arrived in Jonestown to investigate various
claims about the Peoples Temple and met with some members who wished to defect from the group. In
response, Jones issued a tape decrying outsiders’ efforts and directing members to commit suicide, and when
some pushed back, he chided them: “Stop these hysterics. This is not the way for people who are socialists or
communists to die. No way for us to die. We must die with some dignity.”

Survivors described the ensuing event, during which children drank the poison first and were followed by
parents who lay down to die as a family. Others indicated that Jones had simulated mass suicides on a couple
of other occasions before to test members’ loyalty as well, so people remained unsure whether the event was
real, even as Jones told them, “I tell you, I don't care how many screams you hear, I don't care how many
anguished cries...death is a million times preferable to ten more days of this life. If you knew what was ahead



of you – if you knew what was ahead of you, you'd be glad to be stepping over tonight." Although many
began to worry once they saw the poison take effect in others, most of those who drank the poison were dead
within 5 minutes, while Jones apparently shot himself in the head.

Jim Jones and the Peoples Temple: The History of the Most Notorious Cult and Mass Murder-Suicide in
American History chronicles the notorious cult and the mass murder-suicide. Along with pictures of
important people, places, and events, you will learn about the Peoples Temple like never before.
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From reader reviews:

Megan Snyder:

Here thing why this particular Jim Jones and the Peoples Temple: The History of the Most Notorious Cult
and Mass Murder-Suicide in American History are different and reputable to be yours. First of all reading a
book is good nonetheless it depends in the content from it which is the content is as delicious as food or not.
Jim Jones and the Peoples Temple: The History of the Most Notorious Cult and Mass Murder-Suicide in
American History giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any guide out there
but there is no book that similar with Jim Jones and the Peoples Temple: The History of the Most Notorious
Cult and Mass Murder-Suicide in American History. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up
your personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is probably can be happened
around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your method home by train. Should
you be having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Jim Jones and the Peoples
Temple: The History of the Most Notorious Cult and Mass Murder-Suicide in American History in e-book
can be your alternative.

Kimberley Bailey:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of book
you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel happy read
one together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular Jim Jones and the
Peoples Temple: The History of the Most Notorious Cult and Mass Murder-Suicide in American History is
kind of guide which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Wayne Gaddis:

The actual book Jim Jones and the Peoples Temple: The History of the Most Notorious Cult and Mass
Murder-Suicide in American History will bring that you the new experience of reading a new book. The
author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to see, this book very
acceptable to you. The book Jim Jones and the Peoples Temple: The History of the Most Notorious Cult and
Mass Murder-Suicide in American History is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-
book from the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Marline Deluca:

This Jim Jones and the Peoples Temple: The History of the Most Notorious Cult and Mass Murder-Suicide
in American History is fresh way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information as it relief
your hunger details. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still
having little bit of digest in reading this Jim Jones and the Peoples Temple: The History of the Most



Notorious Cult and Mass Murder-Suicide in American History can be the light food to suit your needs
because the information inside this book is easy to get through anyone. These books develop itself in the
form which is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in reserve
form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a guide
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss it!
Just read this e-book type for your better life and knowledge.
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