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Joan Ericson's magnificent survey of writing by Japanese women significantly advances the current debate
over the literary category of "women's literature" in modern Japan and demonstrates its significance in the
life and work of twentieth-century Japan's most important woman writer, Hayashi Fumiko (1903-1951).

Until the early 1980s, the literary category of "women's literature" (joryu bungaku) segregated most writing
by modern Japanese women from the literary canon. "Women's literature" was viewed as a sentimental and
impressionistic literary style that was popular but was critically disparaged.

A close scrutiny of Hayashi Fumiko's work--in particular the two pieces masterfully translated here, the
immensely popular novel Horoki (Diary of a Vagabond) and Suisen (Narcissus)--shows the inadequacies of
categorizing her writing as "women's literature." Its originality and power are rooted in the clarity and
immediacy with which Hayashi is able to convey the humanity of those occupying the underside of Japanese
society, especially women.
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From reader reviews:

Jacqueline McArdle:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled Be
a Woman: Hayashi Fumiko and Modern Japanese Women's Literature your mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely might be your mind
friends. Imaging each and every word written in a book then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get just before. The Be a Woman: Hayashi Fumiko and Modern
Japanese Women's Literature giving you an additional experience more than blown away your thoughts but
also giving you useful details for your better life in this particular era. So now let us explain to you the
relaxing pattern this is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like
winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Gloria Castaldo:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of many
books in the top record in your reading list is Be a Woman: Hayashi Fumiko and Modern Japanese Women's
Literature. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in getting precious
person. By looking upward and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Hattie Godfrey:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can choose
the most effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is
known as of book Be a Woman: Hayashi Fumiko and Modern Japanese Women's Literature. You can
include your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make an
individual happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from
one spot to other place.

Jesse Eriksen:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you
know that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading
is very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this Be a Woman: Hayashi
Fumiko and Modern Japanese Women's Literature.
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