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Voltaire called it "the most sublime didactic poem ever written in any language." Rousseau rhapsodized
about its intellectual consolations. Kant recited long passages of it from memory during his lectures. And
Adam Smith and David Hume drew inspiration from it in their writings. This was Alexander Pope's Essay on
Man (1733–34), a masterpiece of philosophical poetry, one of the most important and controversial works of
the Enlightenment, and one of the most widely read, imitated, and discussed poems of eighteenth-century
Europe and America. This volume, which presents the first major new edition of the poem in more than fifty
years, introduces this essential work to a new generation of readers, recapturing the excitement and
illuminating the debates it provoked from the moment of its publication.

Echoing Milton's purpose in Paradise Lost, Pope says his aim in An Essay on Man is to "vindicate the ways
of God to man"—to explain the existence of evil and explore man's place in the universe. In a comprehensive
introduction, Tom Jones describes the poem as an investigation of the fundamental question of how people
should behave in a world they experience as chaotic, but which they suspect to be orderly from some higher
point of view. The introduction provides a thorough discussion of the poem's attitudes, themes, composition,
context, and reception, and reassesses the work's place in history. Extensive annotations to the text explain
references and allusions.

The result is the most accessible, informative, and reader-friendly edition of the poem in decades and an
invaluable book for students and scholars of eighteenth-century literature and thought.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Maney:

This An Essay on Man book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands.
The benefit you will get by reading this book is definitely information inside this reserve incredible fresh,
you will get facts which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. That An Essay
on Man without we recognize teach the one who examining it become critical in thinking and analyzing.
Don't end up being worry An Essay on Man can bring any time you are and not make your case space or
bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cell phone. This An Essay
on Man having great arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Sheila Searcy:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their very own reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write for their book. One of them is this An
Essay on Man.

Patricia Gagliano:

The e-book with title An Essay on Man posesses a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a
lot of advantage after read this book. This kind of book exist new know-how the information that exist in this
guide represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to know how the
improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you within new era of the internationalization. You
can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Lorene Lord:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is called of
book An Essay on Man. Contain your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could possibly
add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about
guide. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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