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As one hundred thousand gold seekers raced to Californiain 1849, thirty-one-year-old mountain man Lucien
Maxwell had already crossed the Shining Mountains with John Frémont and chosen a different destiny: land,
not gold. Far from the perceived glamour of California, he settled near asmall river in northeastern New
Mexico at the edge of the Santa Fe Trail. In the communities he built, Maxwell and his family thrived along
with hundreds of Indians, Mexicans, and Anglos. Purchasing almost two million acres of land over the next
two decades, he welcomed everyone to his home, and his hospitality became legend. But the gold that failed
to charm Maxwell to California ultimately appeared very close to home: outsiders found it on hisland and an
invasion of New Mexico began. In the end, Lucien Maxwell, by then a millionaire when that word was yet
new to America's vocabulary, sold everything he had built to speculators and left his beloved Cimarron
country hoping to start anew two hundred miles south in Fort Sumner, New Mexico. Law and order swiftly
deteriorated into murders, thievery, and squabbles over title to land grants. Indians were removed to faraway
reservations. Railroad tracks replaced the Santa Fe Trail. Anidyllic interlude in the chronicle of the
American West came to a close. How is Lucien Maxwell to be judged: villain or visionary? This convincing
biography builds a case for history's verdict. Harriet Freiberger lived down river from the town where Lucien
Maxwell grew up, viewing the western horizon as he did from a high bluff that overlooked the mighty
Mississippi. Not until moving to the same Shining Mountains where L ucien traveled with John Frémont did
she realize whose footsteps she had followed. Then, from Cimarron to Taos, Saint Louis, and Bent's Fort, she
pursued this man from an earlier time. Now, having returned from the nineteenth century, Harriet lives with
her husband in northwestern Colorado's EIk River Valley.
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From reader reviews:
John McDole:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Y eah, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time
to take awander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled Lucien
Maxwell? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. Y ou realize beside you can spend your time using your
favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have different opinion?

Larry Hudgens:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea for awhileis reading.

Y es, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than other is
high. For you who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of Lucien Maxwell book as nice and
daily reading guide. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

David Rivera:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be consider if those
information which isin the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously which oneis
acceptable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then
you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities
will not happen within you if you take Lucien Maxwell as the daily resource information.

Brenda Corndl:

Aswe know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we really wish for. A book isaset of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year seemed to be exactly added. This book Lucien Maxwell wasfilled in relation to science. Spend your
free time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has several feel
when they reading the book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a guide.
In the modern eralike currently, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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