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“I ain’t goin’ to college. Who wants to go to college? I’d just end up gettin’ a shitty job anyway.” So said
Freddie Piniella, an eleven-year-old boy from Clarendon Heights low-income housing project, to Jay
MacLeod, his counselor in a youth program. MacLeod was struck by the seeming self-defeatism of Freddie
and his friends. How is it that in America, a nation of dreams and opportunities, a boy of eleven can feel
trapped in a position of inherited poverty?The author immersed himself in the teenage underworld of
Clarendon Heights. The Hallway Hangers, one of the neighborhood cliques, appear as cynical self-
destructive hoodlums. The other group, the Brothers, take the American Dream to heart and aspire to
middle-class respectability. The twist is that the Hallway Hangers are mostly white; the Brothers are almost
all black. Comparing the two groups, MacLeod provides a provocative account of how poverty is
perpetuated from one generation to the next.Part One tells the story of the boys’ teenage aspirations. Part
Two follows the Hallway Hangers and the Brothers into adulthood. Eight years later the author returns to
Clarendon Heights to find the members of both gangs struggling in the labor market or on the streets. Caught
in the web of urban industrial decline, the Hallway Hangers—undereducated, unemployed, or
imprisoned—have turned to the underground economy. But “cocaine capitalism” only fuels their
desperation, and the Hallway Hangers seek solace in sexism and racism. The ambitious Brothers have fared
little better. Their teenage dreams in tatters, the Brothers demonstrate that racism takes its toll on optimistic
aspirations.This edition retains the vivid accounts of friendships, families, school, and work that made the
first edition so popular. The ethnography resonates with feeling and vivid dialogue. But the book also
addresses one of the most important issues in modern social theory and policy: how social inequality is
reproduced from one generation to the next. MacLeod links individual lives with social theory to forge a
powerful argument about how inequality is created, sustained, and accepted in the United States.
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From reader reviews:

Ethel Ellis:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming
to an individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Ain't No Makin' It: Aspirations And
Attainment In A Low-income Neighborhood, Expanded Edition is our recommendation to cause you to keep
up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Kathryn Cannon:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this publication. This Ain't No Makin' It: Aspirations
And Attainment In A Low-income Neighborhood, Expanded Edition is simple to bring you can read it in the
recreation area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not get much space to bring the particular
printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the book in your
smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

William Duhon:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Ain't No Makin' It: Aspirations And
Attainment In A Low-income Neighborhood, Expanded Edition can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh
book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your free time by reading in this completely
new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Carlton Little:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you will get it in
e-book way, more simple and reachable. This Ain't No Makin' It: Aspirations And Attainment In A Low-
income Neighborhood, Expanded Edition can give you a lot of buddies because by you considering this one
book you have point that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This book can be one
of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that might be your friend doesn't
learn, by knowing more than additional make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let's have Ain't No
Makin' It: Aspirations And Attainment In A Low-income Neighborhood, Expanded Edition.
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