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Thomas Hardys "The Dynasts" and Leo Tolstoys "War & Peace" are both works which defy attempts to
assign them to a particular genre but might seem to have little else in common apart from being set in the
same period of history. This study argues that there are important similarities between these two works and
examines the close correspondence between Hardys and Tolstoys thinking on themes relating to war, ideas
of the heroic and the concept of free will. Although coming from very different backgrounds, both writers
were influenced by their experiences of war, Tolstoy directly, by involvement in the wars in the Caucasus
and the Crimea, and Hardy indirectly, by the events of the Anglo-Boer Wars. Their reaction to these
experiences found expression in their descriptions of the wars fought against Napoleon at the beginning of
the century. Hegel saw Napoleon as 'the great world-historical man of his time', and this work considers the
ways in which Hardy and Tolstoy undermine this view, portraying Napoleon's physical and mental decline
and questioning the role he played in determining the outcomes of military actions. Both writers were deeply
interested in the question of free will and determinism and their writings reveal their attempts to understand
the nature of the force which lies behind mens actions. Their differing views on the nature of consciousness
are considered in the light of modern research on the development of the conscious brain.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Harp:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of book you read, if
you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want really feel happy read one with
theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual War, the Hero & the Will: Hardy, Tolstoy & the
Napoleonic Wars is kind of guide which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Nelson Wyatt:

This book untitled War, the Hero & the Will: Hardy, Tolstoy & the Napoleonic Wars to be one of several
books that best seller in this year, this is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit onto it.
You will easily to buy that book in the book retail outlet or you can order it via online. The publisher of this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this reserve from your list.

Jeffrey Evans:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer might be War, the Hero & the Will: Hardy, Tolstoy & the Napoleonic Wars
why because the amazing cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint an
individual. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense
will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Bruce Sandlin:

You will get this War, the Hero & the Will: Hardy, Tolstoy & the Napoleonic Wars by browse the bookstore
or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for ones
knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by written or printed and also can you enjoy this book
simply by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about
your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's
try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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