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During the first colonial period (the Turkiyya, 1821-85), the Shendi region of the Northern Sudan was
inhabited by peasants, traders and nomads. This book analyses socio-economic change among the peasants
and traders during this formative period of Sudanese history. Administration, agriculture and trade in
transition from a pre-colonial to a colonial economy are discussed. Anders Bjørkelo argues that Turkish
demands for cash-crop cultivation and taxation in cash ruined the villages and towns and undermined the
local subsistence economy, and that the role of traders as mediators in the process of monetisation
contributed to stagnation and rural indebtedness. By combining a thorough mastery of the travel literature
with examination of previously unknown manuscript sources, notably the private papers of a prominent
Sudanese merchant, he is able to offer a closer view of the situation of trader and peasant families. For the
first time it is possible to consider the period from a Sudanese point of view. Dr Bjørkelo concludes that
General Gordon's policy of driving back to the impoverished north the waves of emigrants to the Southern
Sudan was instrumental in triggering off the Mahdist movement, and also interestingly suggests points of
comparison between reactions to Muslim, as against European, imperialism.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Mendoza:

The book Prelude to the Mahdiyya: Peasants and Traders in the Shendi Region, 1821-1885 (African Studies)
can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then
must we leave the good thing like a book Prelude to the Mahdiyya: Peasants and Traders in the Shendi
Region, 1821-1885 (African Studies)? Several of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim
which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with the book.
Knowledge or details that you take for that, you can give for each other; you could share all of these. Book
Prelude to the Mahdiyya: Peasants and Traders in the Shendi Region, 1821-1885 (African Studies) has
simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world
by wide open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Lester Gibbons:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Prelude to the Mahdiyya: Peasants and Traders in the Shendi Region, 1821-1885
(African Studies) book is readable through you who hate those straight word style. You will find the facts
here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to
deliver to you. The writer regarding Prelude to the Mahdiyya: Peasants and Traders in the Shendi Region,
1821-1885 (African Studies) content conveys the thought easily to understand by many individuals. The
printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different such as it. So , do you continue to
thinking Prelude to the Mahdiyya: Peasants and Traders in the Shendi Region, 1821-1885 (African Studies)
is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Santos Conrad:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their story
or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are
many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to their book. One of them is this Prelude to the
Mahdiyya: Peasants and Traders in the Shendi Region, 1821-1885 (African Studies).

Bryant Davidson:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting Prelude to the Mahdiyya:
Peasants and Traders in the Shendi Region, 1821-1885 (African Studies) that give your enjoyment



preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the way for
people to know world much better then how they react towards the world. It can't be claimed constantly that
reading behavior only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to become success person.
So , for all you who want to start studying as your good habit, you are able to pick Prelude to the Mahdiyya:
Peasants and Traders in the Shendi Region, 1821-1885 (African Studies) become your own starter.
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