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"An American Bible is an extremely compelling piece of cultural history that succeeds in making rich rather
than schematic sense of the major dramas that lay behind the production of over 1,700 different American
editions of the Bible in the century after the American Revolution. Gutjahr's book is especially powerful in
demonstrating how nineteenth-century efforts to purge the Bible of textual and translational impurities in
search of an 'authentic' text led ironically to the emergence of entirely new gospels like the Book of Mormon
and the massive fictionalized literature dealing with the life of Christ."

—Jay Fliegelman,

Stanford University

During the first three-quarters of the nineteenth century, American publishing experienced unprecedented,
exponential growth. An emerging market economy, widespread religious revival, educational reforms, and
innovations in print technology worked together to create a culture increasingly formed and framed by the
power of print. At the center of this new culture was the Bible, the book that has been called "the best seller"
in American publishing history. Yet it is important to realize that the Bible in America was not a simple,
uniform entity. First printed in the United States during the American Revolution, the Bible underwent many
revisions, translations, and changes in format as different editors and publishers appropriated it to meet a
wide range of changing ideological and economic demands.

This book examines how many different constituencies (both secular and religious) fought to keep the Bible
the preeminent text in the United States as the country's print marketplace experienced explosive growth.
The author shows how these heated battles had profound consequences for many American cultural practices
and forms of printed material. By exploring how publishers, clergymen, politicians, educators, and lay
persons met the threat that new printed material posed to the dominance of the Bible by changing both its
form and its contents, the author reveals the causes and consequences of mutating God's supposedly
immutable Word.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Johnson:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called An American
Bible: A History of the Good Book in the United States, 1777-1880? Maybe it is for being best activity for
you. You understand beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can more
intelligent than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have different opinion?

Joseph McNeal:

This An American Bible: A History of the Good Book in the United States, 1777-1880 book is just not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book
is actually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper an
individual read a lot of information you will get. This kind of An American Bible: A History of the Good
Book in the United States, 1777-1880 without we know teach the one who reading through it become critical
in imagining and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry An American Bible: A History of the Good Book in the
United States, 1777-1880 can bring if you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn out to
be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This An American Bible: A
History of the Good Book in the United States, 1777-1880 having very good arrangement in word in addition
to layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Edmond Pounds:

The reason why? Because this An American Bible: A History of the Good Book in the United States, 1777-
1880 is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will
zap you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who else write the
book in such awesome way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining technique but still
convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going
to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have such as help
improving your ability and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I
were being you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Marianne Guzman:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind expertise or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find publication that need more time to be
go through. An American Bible: A History of the Good Book in the United States, 1777-1880 can be your
answer as it can be read by an individual who have those short time problems.
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