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In American Silences, Joseph Anthony Ward offers a unique analysis of the use and effects of silence in
modern American realistic art. Beginning with the nineteenth-century literature that laid the foundation for
silence in art, he moves to a brief analysis of Sherwood Anderson's Winesburg, Ohio and Ernest
Hemingway's In Our Time, showing how they, along with several other crucial works of twentieth-century
American realism, incorporate the power of the silent into their expression without sacrificing the subjects
and techniques of traditional realism.

Examining Let Us Now Praise Famous Men, James Agee's commentary on the life of tenant farmers,
documented with photographs by Walker Evans, Ward traces the book's pattern of ""silence, then silence
disturbed by sound, and ultimately silence restored."" Ward further supports his theory with a study of
Agee's A Death in the Family and Evans' American Photographs. Ward sees Agee's admiration of
photography as a connection between the silence of the scenes he writes about and the silence of Evans'
photographs. The use of silence is perhaps even more obvious in the paintings of Edward Hopper. Although
throughout the book Ward suggests both the positive and negative qualities of silence in art, Hopper's
paintings provide little in the way of postiveness.

For Ward, the art of silence is an art of extreme concentration that seeks essences rather than superficiality
that nearly transcends realism itself. The theme of silence in American realism is a significant new one, but
Ward's interpretation of the prose and his analysis of the photographs and paintings, many of which are
reproduced in this book, establish validity for art as the voice of silence.
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From reader reviews:

Nicole Marcil:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled American Silences: The Realism of James Agee, Walker Evans,
and Edward Hopper. Try to make book American Silences: The Realism of James Agee, Walker Evans, and
Edward Hopper as your friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you sense alone and beside
that course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes
you far more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we need to make new
experience and also knowledge with this book.

Mandy Conway:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your free
of charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If
you want to test look for book, may be the guide untitled American Silences: The Realism of James Agee,
Walker Evans, and Edward Hopper can be very good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Daniel Padilla:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This American Silences: The Realism of James Agee,
Walker Evans, and Edward Hopper can give you a lot of pals because by you considering this one book you
have issue that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one
of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize,
by knowing more than some other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We should have American
Silences: The Realism of James Agee, Walker Evans, and Edward Hopper.

Calvin Williams:

You can get this American Silences: The Realism of James Agee, Walker Evans, and Edward Hopper by go
to the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties
for your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by simply written or printed but also can you
enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your local mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your
book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose
proper ways for you.
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