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From medieval bestiaries to Borges’s Book of Imaginary Beings, we’ve long been enchanted by
extraordinary animals, be they terrifying three-headed dogs or asps impervious to a snake charmer’s song.
But bestiaries are more than just zany zoology—they are artful attempts to convey broader beliefs about
human beings and the natural order. Today, we no longer fear sea monsters or banshees. But from the
infamous honey badger to the giant squid, animals continue to captivate us with the things they can do and
the things they cannot, what we know about them and what we don’t.

With The Book of Barely Imagined Beings, Caspar Henderson offers readers a fascinating, beautifully
produced modern-day menagerie. But whereas medieval bestiaries were often based on folklore and myth,
the creatures that abound in Henderson’s book—from the axolotl to the zebrafish—are, with one exception,
very much with us, albeit sometimes in depleted numbers. The Book of Barely Imagined Beings transports
readers to a world of real creatures that seem as if they should be made up—that are somehow more
astonishing than anything we might have imagined. The yeti crab, for example, uses its furry claws to farm
the bacteria on which it feeds. The waterbear, meanwhile, is among nature’s “extreme survivors,” able to
withstand a week unprotected in outer space. These and other strange and surprising species invite readers to
reflect on what we value—or fail to value—and what we might change.

A powerful combination of wit, cutting-edge natural history, and philosophical meditation, The Book of
Barely Imagined Beings is an infectious and inspiring celebration of the sheer ingenuity and variety of life in
a time of crisis and change.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Laflamme:

The experience that you get from The Book of Barely Imagined Beings: A 21st Century Bestiary could be
the more deep you excavating the information that hide inside the words the more you get thinking about
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but The Book of Barely Imagined Beings: A
21st Century Bestiary giving you joy feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in specific way
that can be understood simply by anyone who read that because the author of this book is well-known
enough. This book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then
can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having
this kind of The Book of Barely Imagined Beings: A 21st Century Bestiary instantly.

Barbara Davis:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous ways to share
the information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
The Book of Barely Imagined Beings: A 21st Century Bestiary, you can tells your family, friends and soon
about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a reserve.

Thomas Towne:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving The Book of Barely Imagined Beings:
A 21st Century Bestiary that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book.
Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world far better then how
they react when it comes to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading routine only for the
geeky man but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want to start
studying as your good habit, you can pick The Book of Barely Imagined Beings: A 21st Century Bestiary
become your own starter.

Toni Sargent:

Beside this kind of The Book of Barely Imagined Beings: A 21st Century Bestiary in your phone, it could
give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge
you are going to got here is fresh in the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an old people live in
narrow small town. It is good thing to have The Book of Barely Imagined Beings: A 21st Century Bestiary
because this book offers to you readable information. Do you often have book but you would not get what



it's all about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot
be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book in addition
to read it from right now!
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