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Almost two decades after the Vietnam War, most Americans remain convinced that U.S. prisoners are still
being held captive in Southeast Asia, and many even accuse the government of concealing their existence.
But as H. Bruce Franklin demonstrates in his startling investigation, there is no plausible basis for the belief
in live POWSs. Through scrupulous research, he shows for the first time how this illusion was fabricated and
then converted into a powerful myth. Franklin reveals that in 1969 the Nixon administration, aided by
militant pro-war forces, manufactured the POW/MIA issue to deflect attention from American atrocitiesin
Vietnam, to undermine the burgeoning anti-war movement, and to stymie the Paris peace talks, resulting in
the prolongation of the Vietnam War for another four years. Successive administrations, in an effort to
mobilize public support for their continued economic and political warfare against Vietnam, asserted the
possibility of live POWSs at great emotional cost to both family members of the missing and countless
Americans distressed about the fate of those supposedly left behind in Indochina. Born of political
expediency, the POW/MIA issue was transformed in the 1980s into a potent myth. American culture was
transfigured as movies and novels designed to reimage the Vietnam War turned the imagined post-war
POWSsiinto crucial symbols of betrayed American manhood and honor. Finally the myth began to turn
against its creators when many Americans became convinced that the government itself was conspiring to
betray the missing men. As he traces the evolution of the POW/MIA myth, Franklin not only exposesit asan
elaborate hoax at the highest levels of government, butalso explains why the myth has penetrated to the heart
of American life. By confronting the true tragedy of the missing in Vietnam, Franklin helps us to understand
how to heal the terrible psychological and spiritual wounds of the Vietnam War.
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From reader reviews:
Carolyn Livingston:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled MIA, or Mythmaking in America. Try to stumble through book MIA, or
Mythmaking in America as your close friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you truly feel
alone and beside that course make you smarter than ever. Y eah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The
book makes you alot more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let's make
new experience and knowledge with this book.

L ourdes Williams:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated that for awhile is reading.
Y ep, by reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than other is high.
To suit your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you thiskind of MIA, or Mythmaking in
Americabook as starter and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

William Pak:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you learn a
book you can get agreat deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has alot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon. The
MIA, or Mythmaking in Americawill give you a new experience in examining a book.

Ruby Martinez:

That guide can make you to feel relax. Thiskind of book MIA, or Mythmaking in America was colorful and
of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book MIA, or Mythmaking in America has many
kinds or genre. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you
can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored,
any it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like
reading in which.
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