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The literary complexity and the theological nuances of the Gospel of Mark did not spring from the
evangelist's pen at asingle sitting. The evangelist we call "Mark" composed segments of our present gospel
for different situations, over an extended period of time, perhaps several decades, and that the present text
reflects the mature, spiritual reflection on the nature of discipleship. In this provocative book, Humphrey
challenges the traditional view that Mark was simply an editor drawing together different sources to put
together his gospel. In order to establish this thesis about the manner in which Mark was composed,
Humphrey first reviews the patristic witness to the gospel, pointing out the ambiguities and tensions between
them. He gives particular emphasisto Clement of Alexandria, who specifically indicates that Mark wrote
several different works. Following that chapter, Humphrey describes two major segments-really two
different compositions-of Mark. It is clear, he argues, that there was a narrative version of the "Q" tradition,
that collection of sayings that has been viewed as an oral tradition, aswell asa"Passion Narrative" in Mark.
A third stage of the composition of Mark occurs when Q and the Passion Narrative are blended and an
emphasis upon discipleship is interwoven into the text. The deeper theological reflection reflected in this
third development yielded what Mark called the "mystery of the Kingdom of God" (4:11) and what Clement
of Alexandria calls Mark's "secret gospel." Humphrey focuses on distinguishing the narrative interests that
disclose the ultimate righteous teacher of God's Kingdom (Son of God), the suffering Christ, and the lessons
for discipleship. The gospel of Mark results not from an editor working on unattested documents but on the
ever-maturing theological reflection of "Mark." Humphrey's study has two purposes. If theology is the
process of bringing faith to expression, then that processisillustrated in the composition history of Mark's
gospel. Each stage of composition expresses an aspect of the early Christian faith response to God's having
raised Jesus from the dead. Second, this reconstruction of Mark's gospel serves to highlight the talent and
depth and personality of its author as well as to point out that the handling of traditions about Jesusin this
way provides a useful paradigm for the Church today.
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From reader reviews:
Brenda Rodriguez:

In other case, littleindividuals like to read book From Q to "Secret" Mark: A Composition History of the
Earliest Narrative Theology. Y ou can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Given that we know
about how isimportant a new book From Q to "Secret" Mark: A Composition History of the Earliest
Narrative Theology. Y ou can add understanding and of course you can around the world by just a book.
Absolutely right, since from book you can know everything! From your country until finally foreign or
abroad you will find yourself known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In this
era, we can open a book or searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. Y ou can use it when you feel fed
up to go to the library. Let's study.

Pierre Winter:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. Y ou can realize everything you want by a guide.
Book has adifferent type. Aswe know that book isimportant thing to bring us around the world. Adjacent to
that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book From Q to "Secret" Mark: A Composition
History of the Earliest Narrative Theology will make you to be smarter. Y ou can feel far more confidence if
you can know about every little thing. But some of you think that open or reading a new book make you
bored. It isfar from make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you seeking best book or
acceptable book with you?

Robert Lewis:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider if those information which iswithin the former life are challenging be find than now's taking
seriously which oneis appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the
unstabl e resource then you have it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take From Q to "Secret" Mark: A Composition History of the
Earliest Narrative Theology as your daily resource information.

Tyler Cote:

On this erawhich is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become among it? It isjust simple solution to have that. What you haveto dois
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have alook at some books. One of the books in the top
list in your reading list isusually From Q to "Secret” Mark: A Composition History of the Earliest Narrative
Theology. Thisbook that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in growing to be
precious person. By looking upwards and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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