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Erwin Schrödinger's 1944 classic What Is Life? is a small book that occupies a large place among the great
written works of the twentieth century. It is said that it helped launch the modern revolution in biology and
genetics, and inspired a generation of scientists, including Watson and Crick, to explore the riddle of life
itself.

Now, more than sixty years later, science writer Ed Regis offers an intriguing look at where this quest stands
today. Regis ranges widely here, illuminating many diverse efforts to solve one of science's great mysteries.
He examines the genesis of Schrödinger's great book--which first debuted as three public lectures in Dublin--
and details the fantastic reception his ideas received, both in Europe and America. Regis also introduces us to
the work of a remarkable group of scientists who are attempting literally to create life from scratch, starting
with molecular components that they hope to assemble into the world's first synthetic living cell. The book
also examines how scientists have unlocked the "three secrets of life," describes the key role played by ATP
("the ultimate driving force of all life"), and outlines the many attempts to explain how life first arose on
earth, a puzzle that has given birth to a wide range of theories (which Francis Crick dismissed as "too much
speculation running after too few facts"), from the primordial sandwich theory, to the theory that life arose in
clay, in deep-sea vents, or in oily bubbles at the seashore, right up to Freeman Dyson's "theory of double
origins."
Written in a lively and accessible style, and bringing together a wide range of cutting-edge research, What is
Life? makes an illuminating contribution to this ancient and ever-fascinating debate.
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From reader reviews:

Grace McClellan:

The knowledge that you get from What Is Life?: Investigating the Nature of Life in the Age of Synthetic
Biology will be the more deep you searching the information that hide within the words the more you get
enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but What Is Life?:
Investigating the Nature of Life in the Age of Synthetic Biology giving you buzz feeling of reading. The
copy writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by anyone who read this because the
author of this publication is well-known enough. That book also makes your vocabulary increase well. So it
is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for
having this specific What Is Life?: Investigating the Nature of Life in the Age of Synthetic Biology instantly.

William Duhon:

This book untitled What Is Life?: Investigating the Nature of Life in the Age of Synthetic Biology to be one
of several books which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of
benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by using
online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since
you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this reserve from
your list.

Flor Rieke:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like What Is Life?: Investigating
the Nature of Life in the Age of Synthetic Biology which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try
out this book? Let's notice.

Connie Curtis:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This book What Is Life?: Investigating the Nature of Life in the Age of
Synthetic Biology was filled regarding science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your
science competence. Some people has various feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how
big good thing about a book, you can sense enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like right now, many
ways to get book that you wanted.
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