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Our attachment to ancient Mesopotamia (Iraq) and Egypt as the 'birthplace of civilization', where the
foundations of our own societies were laid, is as strong today as it has ever been. When the Irag Museum in
Baghdad was looted in 2003, our newspapers proclaimed 'the death of history'. Y et the ancient Near East
also remains a source of mystery: a space of the imagination where we explore the discontents of modern
civilization.

In What Makes Civilization? archaeol ogist David Wengrow investigates the origins of farming, writing, and
citiesin Egypt and Mesopotamia, and the connections between them. Thisis the story of how people first
created kingdoms and monuments to the gods - and, just as importantly, how they adopted everyday
practices that we might now take for granted, such as familiar ways of cooking food and keeping the house
and body clean.

Why, he asks, have these ancient cultures, where so many features of modern life originated, come to
symbolize the remote and the exotic? What challenge do they pose to our assumptions about power,
progress, and civilization in human history? And are the sacrifices we now make in the name of "our’
civilization really so different from those once made by the peoples of Mesopotamia and Egypt on the altars
of the gods?
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From reader reviews:
Olga Harrington:

This What Makes Civilization?: The Ancient Near East and the Future of the West are reliable for you who
want to certainly be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this What Makes Civilization?: The
Ancient Near East and the Future of the West can be one of several great books you must have is actually
giving you more than just ssimple looking at food but feed a person with information that might be will shock
your earlier knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your
conditions both in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this What Makes Civilization?. The Ancient Near
East and the Future of the West giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you
test of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day pastime. So, let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Jesus L oveless;

This book untitled What Makes Civilization?: The Ancient Near East and the Future of the West to be one of
several books which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this book you can get alot of
benefit upon it. Y ou will easily to buy this particular book in the book shop or you can order it by way of
online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can
read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this reserve from
your list.

Shalon Fisk:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book and also novel and What Makes Civilization?: The Ancient Near East and
the Future of the West or others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the great a
book, you fed desire to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or maybe students
especially. Those books are helping them to put their knowledge. In different case, beside science guide, any
other book likes What Makes Civilization?: The Ancient Near East and the Future of the West to make your
spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Bryce Adams.

E-book is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen need book to know the up-date information of year to help year. Aswe know those ebooks
have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, may aso bring us to around the world. With the book
What Makes Civilization?: The Ancient Near East and the Future of the West we can take more advantage.
Don't someone to be creative people? Being creative person must choose to read a book. Merely choose the
best book that ideal with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this book What Makes
Civilization?: The Ancient Near East and the Future of the West. Y ou can more desirable than now.
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