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What is it about the ivory-billed woodpecker? Why does this ghost of the southern swamps arouse such an
obsessive level of passion in its devotees, who range from respected researchers to the flakiest Loch Ness
monster fanatics and Elvis chasers?
Since the early twentieth century, scientists have been trying their best to prove that the ivory-bill is extinct.
But every time they think they've finally closed the door, the bird makes an unexpected appearance. It
happened in the 1920s, and it’s happened in almost every subsequent decade.
For more than 60 years, each sighting has been met with ridicule and scorn. Respected researchers and
naturalists have been branded as quacks just for having the temerity to say that the ivory-bill still exists. Yet
the reports still trickle in. Is there any truth to these sightings, or are they just a case of wishful thinking,
misidentification, or outright fabrication?
To unravel the mystery, author Tim Gallagher heads south, deep into the eerie swamps and bayous of the
vast Mississippi Delta, searching for people who claim to have seen this rarest of birds and following
up—sometimes more than 30 years after the fact—on their sightings. He meets a colorful array of characters:
a cigar-chomping ex-boxer who took two controversial pictures of an alleged ivory-bill in 1971; a former
corporate lawyer who abandoned her career to search for ivory-bills full time; two men who grew up in the
ivory-bill’s last known stronghold in a final remnant of primeval forest in Louisiana.
With his buddy Bobby Harrison, a true son of the South from Alabama, Gallagher hits the swamps, wading
through hip-deep, boot-sucking mud and canoeing through turgid, mud brown bayous where deadly
cottonmouth water moccasins abound. In most cases, they are clearly decades too late. But when the two
speak to an Arkansas backwoods kayaker who saw a mystery woodpecker the week before and has a
description of the bird that is too good to be a fantasy, the hunt is on.
Their Eureka moment comes a few days later as a huge woodpecker flies in front of their canoe, and they
both cry out, “Ivory-bill!” This sighting—the first time since 1944 that two qualified observers positively
identify an ivory-billed woodpecker in the United States—quickly leads to the largest search ever launched
to find a rare bird, as researchers fan out across the bayou, hoping to document the existence of this most
iconic of birds.
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From reader reviews:

Mona Savoy:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting The Grail Bird: Hot
on the Trail of the Ivory-billed Woodpecker that give your fun preference will be satisfied by means of
reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know
world far better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading
routine only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for every
you who want to start studying as your good habit, you are able to pick The Grail Bird: Hot on the Trail of
the Ivory-billed Woodpecker become your own personal starter.

Marie Guinn:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as
in the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer can be The Grail Bird: Hot on the Trail of the Ivory-billed
Woodpecker why because the fantastic cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not
disappoint a person. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense
will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

John Montes:

Beside this The Grail Bird: Hot on the Trail of the Ivory-billed Woodpecker in your phone, it can give you a
way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you can got
here is fresh from oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow town. It is
good thing to have The Grail Bird: Hot on the Trail of the Ivory-billed Woodpecker because this book offers
for you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you rarely get what it's facts concerning. Oh
come on, that won't happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be
questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book in
addition to read it from currently!

Rod Reese:

In this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than other.
Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of the books in the
top checklist in your reading list is The Grail Bird: Hot on the Trail of the Ivory-billed Woodpecker. This
book and that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking
way up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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