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China has transfixed the West since the earliest contacts between these civilizations. Now Jonathan Spence,
our foremost historian of Chinese politics and culture, tells us, in his elegant new book, how the West has
understood China over seven centuries. Ranging from Marco Polo's own depiction of China and the mighty
Kublai in the 1270s to the China sightings of three twentieth-century writers of acknowledged genius --
Kafka, Borges, and Calvino -- Spence explores Western thought on China through a remarkable array of
expression. Peopling Spence's account are Iberian adventurers, Jesuit missionaries, Enlightenment
synthesizers, spinners of the dreamy cult of Chinoiserie, American observers such as Bret Harte and Mark
Twain, and diplomats from Lord Macartney to Henry Kissinger. Their visions, alternately coarse and subtle,
generous and vicious, outline the West's image as readily as they do China's.China has commanded the
attention of the West for seven centuries, and here Spence once again compels our attention with his new
history of China's presence in Western minds.
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From reader reviews:

Jackie Lafond:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for us to
learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are reading
whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
Well, probably you will require this The Chan's Great Continent, China in Western Minds.

David Gehrke:

This The Chan's Great Continent, China in Western Minds is great e-book for you because the content which
is full of information for you who all always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This
particular book reveal it facts accurately using great coordinate word or we can declare no rambling
sentences inside. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only
offers you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with wonderful delivering sentences.
Having The Chan's Great Continent, China in Western Minds in your hand like getting the world in your
arm, details in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no reserve that offer you world throughout ten or
fifteen minute right but this publication already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey there
Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that?

Kathryn Kern:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Chan's Great Continent,
China in Western Minds which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.

Burton Zinn:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the very
best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is known as of book The
Chan's Great Continent, China in Western Minds. You can include your knowledge by it. Without making
the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most significant that,
you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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