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The repeal of Britain's Corn Laws in 1846--one of the most important economic policy decisions of the
nineteenth century--has long intrigued and puzzled political scientists, historians, and economists. Why
would a Conservative prime minister act against his own party's interests? The Conservatives entered
government in 1841 with a strong commitment to protecting agriculture; five years later, the Conservative
Prime Minister Sir Robert Peel presided over repeal of the protectionist Corn Laws, violating party principles
and undercutting the economic interests of the land-owning aristocracy. Only a third of Conservative
members of Parliament supported the repeal legislation and within a month of repeal, Peel's government fell.
The Conservatives remained out of power for decades. In this definitive book, Cheryl Schonhardt-Bailey
examines the interacting forces that brought about the abrupt beginning of Britain's free-trade empire.Using a
wide variety of methodological tools to measure both qualitative and quantitative data (including computer-
assisted content analysis of thousands of pages of parliamentary debates), Schonhardt-Bailey concludes that
economic interests provided the momentum behind repeal, a momentum that overshadowed almost all else.
Indeed, as part of a broader momentum of democratic reform, these same interests, left unsatisfied, may
easily have snowballed into revolution--as Sir Robert Peel and others feared. But interests alone did not
explain why reform rather than revolution emerged in mid-nineteenth century Britain. In order to resolve
more fully the long-standing puzzle of repeal, Schonhardt-Bailey traces the overlapping and intertwined
forces of interest, ideas, and institutions.
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From reader reviews:

Bobby Hall:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't desire
do that. You must know how great along with important the book From the Corn Laws to Free Trade:
Interests, Ideas, and Institutions in Historical Perspective (MIT Press). All type of book could you see on
many methods. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Jesus Novak:

This From the Corn Laws to Free Trade: Interests, Ideas, and Institutions in Historical Perspective (MIT
Press) book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by
reading this book is definitely information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get details which is
getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This From the Corn Laws to Free Trade:
Interests, Ideas, and Institutions in Historical Perspective (MIT Press) without we comprehend teach the one
who reading it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry From the Corn Laws to
Free Trade: Interests, Ideas, and Institutions in Historical Perspective (MIT Press) can bring whenever you
are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it with your lovely
laptop even cell phone. This From the Corn Laws to Free Trade: Interests, Ideas, and Institutions in
Historical Perspective (MIT Press) having excellent arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not
really feel uninterested in reading.

Mohammed Strohl:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love From the Corn Laws to Free Trade:
Interests, Ideas, and Institutions in Historical Perspective (MIT Press), it is possible to enjoy both. It is
excellent combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind
hangout men. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Chelsie Salls:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when they get a
half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book From the Corn Laws to Free Trade: Interests,
Ideas, and Institutions in Historical Perspective (MIT Press) to make your current reading is interesting. Your
current skill of reading expertise is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose basic book to make
you enjoy to see it and mingle the opinion about book and studying especially. It is to be first opinion for you



to like to open up a book and learn it. Beside that the reserve From the Corn Laws to Free Trade: Interests,
Ideas, and Institutions in Historical Perspective (MIT Press) can to be your brand-new friend when you're
sense alone and confuse in what must you're doing of their time.
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