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In Couched in Death, Elizabeth P. Baughan offers the first comprehensive look at the earliest funeral
couches in the ancient Mediterranean world. These sixth- and fifth-century BCE klinai from Asia Minor
were inspired by specialty luxury furnishings developed in Archaic Greece for reclining at elite symposia. It
was in Anatolia, however—in the dynastic cultures of Lydia and Phrygia and their neighbors—that klinai
first gained prominence not as banquet furniture but as burial receptacles. For tombs, wooden couches were
replaced by more permanent media cut from bedrock, carved from marble or limestone, or even cast in
bronze. The rich archaeological findings of funerary klinai throughout Asia Minor raise intriguing questions
about the social and symbolic meanings of this burial furniture. Why did Anatolian elites want to bury their
dead on replicas of Greek furniture? Do the klinai found in Anatolian tombs represent Persian influence after
the conquest of Anatolia, as previous scholarship has suggested?

            Bringing a diverse body of understudied and unpublished material together for the first time,
Baughan investigates the origins and cultural significance of kline-burial and charts the stylistic development
and distribution of funerary klinai throughout Anatolia. She contends that funeral couch burials and
banqueter representations in funerary art helped construct hybridized Anatolian-Persian identities in
Achaemenid Anatolia, and she reassesses the origins of the custom of the reclining banquet itself, a defining
feature of ancient Mediterranean civilizations. Baughan explores the relationships of Anatolian funeral
couches with similar traditions in Etruria and Macedonia as well as their "afterlife" in the modern era, and
her study also includes a comprehensive survey of evidence for ancient klinai in general, based on analysis
of more than three hundred klinai representations on Greek vases as well as archaeological and textual
sources.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Frey:

This Couched in Death: Klinai and Identity in Anatolia and Beyond (Wisconsin Studies in Classics) book is
just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading
this book will be information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper an
individual read a lot of information you will get. This Couched in Death: Klinai and Identity in Anatolia and
Beyond (Wisconsin Studies in Classics) without we comprehend teach the one who looking at it become
critical in considering and analyzing. Don't always be worry Couched in Death: Klinai and Identity in
Anatolia and Beyond (Wisconsin Studies in Classics) can bring whenever you are and not make your carrier
space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cellphone. This
Couched in Death: Klinai and Identity in Anatolia and Beyond (Wisconsin Studies in Classics) having great
arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Shiela Steen:

This Couched in Death: Klinai and Identity in Anatolia and Beyond (Wisconsin Studies in Classics) usually
are reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The reason why of this Couched in Death:
Klinai and Identity in Anatolia and Beyond (Wisconsin Studies in Classics) can be on the list of great books
you must have is usually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed anyone with information
that probably will shock your before knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere
and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Couched in Death: Klinai and
Identity in Anatolia and Beyond (Wisconsin Studies in Classics) giving you an enormous of experience such
as rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that could it useful in your day action. So , let's have it
appreciate reading.

David Mathews:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get lot of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are there when the spare time
coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the book you have read is actually
Couched in Death: Klinai and Identity in Anatolia and Beyond (Wisconsin Studies in Classics).

Johanna Land:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Couched in Death: Klinai



and Identity in Anatolia and Beyond (Wisconsin Studies in Classics), you could enjoy both. It is fine
combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind
hangout fellas. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its called reading friends.
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